




















OSEPH Catholic ~ Science, Technology, Engineering and Math

J C-STEM ~ Discover a Higher Power of Learning!

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Parent Testimony written by

St. Joseph School Parent Opal Ehalt

My husband and 1 are both educa-
tors. | have served my entire career
in public education, first as a teach-
er and now as a districtlevel in-
structional leader. [ believe that
children should be actively engaged
in learning with experiences that spark their natural curi-
osity and nurture them to grow and become their best
selves, one where they develop their purpose and passion.

Bruce Richards
Principal

We started our children off in the public school in our
community. While the experience was good, we quickly
realized that we wanted a lot more for our own children.

My husband and I spent half a school year, visiting sur-
rounding schools and schools outside of our community.
We got on “waiting lists” and considered options of com-
muting our children hours from home. We even began
researching how to start our own school!

One Sunday we heard Bruce Richards, the newly appoint-
ed principal to St. Joe’s speak at Mass. He spoke about
the CSTEM program they were beginning, and the in-
quiry-based approach to education that he believed in. I
went home and researched Mr. Richards, and my hus-
band visited the school.

We visited a few more times, and asked a hundred ques-
tions. The STEM philosophy aligns with the understand-
ing that children are natural scientists. They love to ex-
plore, invent, build, figure things out and be actively en-
gaged in their learning. However, it wasn’t the STEM
philosophy alone that helped us decide to join the St.

Joseph school community. It was the mindset of the prin-
cipal, school leadership and the overall vision for continu-
ous improvement.

What I didn’t expect, and am now a firm believer in, is
the spiritual impact this education has on our children as
well.

In school, they pray for their sick classmates, they partici-
pate as leaders in Mass and have grown spiritually in ways
that I could only hope for my children.

[ challenge parents to think about what it is that they seek
for their children’s educational experience, and write it
down. Commit that to heart. Then, do the research. Visit
schools, observe teachers, talk to the principal and ask
good questions.

Before our children were born, we researched everything-
from the best crib mattress for them to sleep on, to the
best sippy-cup to drink from! How much more important
is our children’s education?

Who are we at St. Joseph School?

We are C-STEM! (Catholic—Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
We are the only PreK-8 School with a SmartLab in the state of Minnesota.

» We teach STEM integrated curriculum studies to produce strong academic outcomes.

» We are voted #1 private School in Carver County for 3 years running.

» We encourage students to become the best version of themselves through kindness and community service.

Register today and receive a $1,500 Tuition Credit! Interested in a tour? Call to schedule!
All families that complete a school tour with Mr. Richards will receive a $250 Visa gift card.

We guarantee a tuition rate that is affordable for your family. Contact Principal Bruce Richards to learn more!

952-442-4500 or email schooloffice@stjosephwaconia.org




