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About the Resource Center 
 
The St. Joseph Catholic Community Resource Center was established in 2016. We use a self-checkout honor system. You are welcome 
to drop by any time that the Church is open to checkout or return books. The Resource Center is also used for various other ministry 
meetings. If a meeting is in progress, please return items to the box outside the Resource Center.  
 
Mission 
 
The St. Joseph Catholic Community Resource Center was established to encourage, support and enrich the spiritual and intellectual 
growth of our parishioners by providing literature and resources for all ages.       
 
Goals 
 

• To be an instrument of God’s love by fostering spiritual growth.  
• To provide materials that follow the Magisterium of the Church. 
• To present materials in an organized manner. 

Procedure Statement 
 
Patrons are asked to fill out a check-out card inside the front cover of all materials they would like to check out with name, date and 
phone number. The loan period is three weeks and all material is requested to be returned within that time frame so items can be made 
available for other parishioners.   
 
Helpful things to know about LibraryThing 
 

• Subjects are listed as “Tags.” Extra information, such as “Nihil Obstat,” “Imprimatur,” (Officially reviewed and approved by 
the Catholic Church) are also listed as “Tags.”  If you see a number in parenthesis after a “Tag,” that is the number of items we 
have with that “Tag.” If you click on a “Tag,” you will see a list of everything we have with that “Tag” (subject).   

• Call Letters are listed under the “Comments” field and are used for shelving books. This is the subject shelf where you will 
find a particular book in our Resource Center. The Resource Center is organized alphabetically by these subjects. 

• Searching is easiest if you type a word(s) in the “search StJoseph152’s books” box while on the Profile page, or if you are on a 
Catalog page, by typing in the “Search this library” box. These search boxes are located near the upper right corner of 
the LibraryThing pages in a gray bar. If you “Search site,” which is in the brown bar, you will leave our library. 

• You can also search by looking at all our “Tags.” This may be less accurate than searching for a specific word, but is a good 
way to browse. 

• If you want more information about a book, click on the title. You will go to the book’s “Main Page.” On the right side bar of 
this page, there are links to the book on Amazon, where you can often read a description of the book and/or Amazon 
reviews.  Occasionally there are reviews by LibraryThing or St. Joseph parishioners linked on the left side bar of the Main 
Page.  

• If you want to see other books by an author, click on their name. (These other books will not necessarily be in our resource 
room.) 

• If you get lost in the public LibraryThing Catalog, just go back into your computer search bar and put in our St. Joseph 
Community Resource Center Profile Page or St. Joseph Community Resource Center Catalog Page. 

Collection Development/ Selection Criteria 
 
The following guidelines are used by the Resource Center Committee to determine the suitability of materials, donated or purchased, 
that are made available for check out. The intent is to adhere to our Catholic doctrine and dogma by following the Magisterium of the 



Church. The Resource Center will collect material in the following categories: Non-Fiction, Fiction, Reference and Non-book media. 
Books must be in good condition, with strong bindings and no excessive damage. Non-book media and electronic resources, (i.e. Music 
CDs) must be in good condition, fully playable or accessible, and free of malware (viruses, worms, spyware). We currently do not accept 
cassette tapes or video donations. The library seeks to collect non-fiction materials that are in agreement with the Catechism and 
teachings of the Catholic faith. Content of fiction material must be found suitable for the Church Resource Center.    
 
In addition to the criteria listed above, materials will also be judged on the following criteria:  

• Are the publisher and/or author reputable?  
• Does it contain well-documented and responsible research?  
• What do reviewers say about it?  
• Copyright Date  

Multiple copies of an item may be kept in circulation but will be limited to allow space for a variety of material.  
 
Individuals wishing to donate material to the Resource Center can drop off materials marked for donation at the Resource Center. The 
materials will then be used at the discretion of the Resource Center Committee in accordance with our policies. Any and all material not 
used by the Resource Center will be discarded according to our weeding policy.    
 
Weeding 
 
Space is limited in the Resource Center and it is inevitable that some materials will need to be discarded (“weeded”) to make room for 
newer materials. Materials will be removed from the collection based on one or more of the following criteria: 

• Damage or wear beyond repair  
• Lack of circulation  
• Out-of-date; updated, newer or revised materials available  
• Material that is “weeded” may be offered to church members, donated to mission organizations in need of books, or sold with 

the proceeds to be used to procure suitable books for our Resource Center.  

Anyone with a concern, who wishes to challenge materials that are included/excluded from the Resource Center, will be asked to submit 
a written statement, outlining their position, and a suggestion for a solution. Please include your name, address, email, and phone 
number. This statement will be reviewed by the Resource Center Committee and a course of action will be determined. In the event the 
Resource Center Committee does not reach consensus or a solution, our pastor will have the final decision. The individual filing the 
concern/challenge will be notified of the result. Possible courses of action to be taken by the committee include, but are not limited to:  

• Remove material from collection  
• Add material to collection  
• Place material in a secure location, available upon request  
• Affix a reader’s advisory warning label to material  
• Take no action  

 


