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Sometimes Christianity is accused of being 
built on nonsensical paradoxes. Blessed are 
the poor…yet look at these lavish 
candlesticks (the sticker price would shock you). 
Pray for and forgive your enemies while 
acknowledging that they’re your enemies. 
Consider today’s Scripture: Christ, true 
God, and somehow true man—insisting on 

being a servant! Further, a servant at the cost of his own 
suffering, to a degree that is agonizingly vast and generous 
beyond description. 

I’ve often found that it is precisely these apparent 
“paradoxes” that present to us the most beautiful aspects of 
the faith. The very foundation of this religion is Christ’s 
ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection, all of which required 
incomprehensible humility from the literal Most High. 
We’ve had no shortage of enemies, yet, and this is my 
greatest difficulty as a believer, we persist in loving them 
nonetheless. For centuries, we have decorated worship 

spaces and invested heavily in charitable causes, because those 
spaces are holy, and the Mass we celebrate there is holy. 

Among all Christian liturgies, where else but the Mass 
can you find something so spiritually comprehensive? Even 
if you boil it down to its barest essential components, you 
have sacred Scripture, the wisdom shared by God’s 
appointed minister, and most wondrously of all, the Blessed 
Sacrament itself. It’s altogether logical, even necessary, that 
we should therefore uplift and exalt this holy ceremony 
with all we’ve got at our disposal. 

Whereas paintings and statues decorate space, music 
similarly decorates time, and we, therefore, enhance our 
beloved Mass with instruments both of man’s design and of 
God’s. Our own prayers confess that God has no need of 
our praise—yet, we offer it up anyway, because it expresses 
our devotion to him, it unites us to each other and to our 
brethren across the realms and centuries, and it fosters 
spiritual growth in a way that nothing else really can 
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CONFIRMATION STUDENTS team up with THE HUMANITY ALLIANCE! 
Saint Teresa of Calcutta said, “Make us worthy, Lord, to serve those people throughout the world who live and die in poverty and 

hunger. Give them through our hands, this day, their daily bread, and by our understanding love, give them peace and joy.”  
 

As our Confirmation students are learning more about the Catholic Faith, they are putting it into action with service. While 
assisting The Humanity Alliance, the confirmation students made enough protein-enriched pancake mix to feed 500 people!  

Sean Barker 

Spotlight! 



replicate. How paradoxical, then, that we should limit this 
enhancement of the liturgy that you and I sorely miss. 

Compared to the other aforementioned paradoxes, 
limiting congregational singing is the hardest to swallow, 
and for no one more than myself. After all, attempting to 
limit your aerosols and vocal output is literally the opposite 
of why I got into this business in the first place. Rather, I 
envision and, in better times, work toward a parish culture 
in which your fearless and uninhibited song serves as a 
beacon to the rest of the Catholic church, notorious 
among the Christian sects for a relative disinclination 
among the people to sing out with vigor and sincere joy. 

We’re finding lately that the Scripture appears to ring 
true: “if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” (Luke 
19:40). I must confess that, though I’ve asked us to refrain 
from congregational singing, hearing you do it anyway is 
somewhat uplifting for this very reason. I’m wholly 
uninterested in policing your voices, nor in asking 
volunteers to do so. What I’ll tell you is this: that since the 
beginning of the pandemic, gatherings in houses of 
worship have lent themselves well to outbreaks. Further, 
outbreaks are to be taken seriously by our brothers’ 
keepers, especially since many of us are still unable to 
safeguard ourselves and those around us with a 
vaccination. Finally, that group singing, at a minimum, 
seems particularly conducive to transmission, especially 
when practiced with all the vigorous exaltation that is 
naturally warranted in a celebration of the Mass. 

Researchers such as Gregson, et al (Comparing…Singing, 
Speaking, and Breathing, University of Bristol) find that 
singing is viably safe if implemented with other 
interventions, whether it’s restricting volume (which their 
findings suggest is more meaningful of a strategy than 
restricting singing…regardless of whether it's enforceable at 
all), or returning to spaced-out pews and masks as per the 
CDC’s recommendations that we no longer practice. I can 
make you few promises of what I’ll recommend we do as a 
parish since information distributed by those who do the 
legwork often changes as they sincerely and tirelessly work 
to discern the truth. I can only tell you that we’re 
monitoring the situation daily and endeavor to implement 
liturgical and practical strategies that are informed by the 
guidance of scientists and are obliged to honor and respect 
all those whom God, for our good, has vested with his 
authority. If not the weight of frustration and yearning for 

normalcy, which I assure you weighs at least as heavily on 
my heart as it does your own. 

What enhancement, then, can we offer to the holy 
Mass for now? We’ve been more closely consulting with 
instructions from the Vatican regarding how to celebrate 
Mass: increased use of the pipe organ (which is “to be held 
in high esteem in the Latin Church,” acc. to Musicam 
Sacram, issued by the Second Vatican Council in 1967), 
occasional implementation of Gregorian chant (“a basis of 
great importance for the development of sacred 
music,” Musicam Sacram), and I’d like to return the cantor/
Psalmist to the ambo during the Liturgy of the Word in 
accordance with the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (paragraph 58). As of this writing, we’re about to 
have our first choir rehearsal in a long, excruciating time 
tonight (which will have its own safety interventions, I 
assure you). In preparation for All Saints’ Day this coming 
November 1, I’d like to collect holy icons, statues, and 
other images from parishioners to display in the Narthex 
all weekend to share their example with the whole parish 
on this special occasion—lookout in the coming weeks for 
announcements regarding that. 

Inevitably, the beautiful mystery revealed 
by this paradox is that we serve and glorify God by 
sacrificing a part of the liturgy for which we yearn. It may 
change a day, a week, a month, or longer from now; if 
we’re really fortunate, it may even change by the time you 
read this. I’d love to make a promise about when that’ll be, 
but that’d be irresponsible, so I won’t. Instead, I’ll thank 
you for your patience, your continued support of the 
parish, and the love of God and his church that puts you 
in a position of being vexed by the lack of hymnals in the 
first place. What’s more, I’ll give you my sincerest promise 
that we’re monitoring and assessing local conditions and 
safety measures in good faith so that we may uphold our 
moral obligations to God and our brethren as well as 
providing you with the highest-quality liturgy we can to 
foster your spiritual growth and devotion to God. 

(Mr. Barker’s message continued…)    

Sean Barker 
Directory of Worship & Liturgy 



SYMPATHY 
The sympathy of the parish is extended to the family and 
friends of Paul Barton, and Bernice Weiland. Eternal rest 
grant unto them O Lord. 
 

MASS at LOWERY NATURE CENTER | TUESDAY 
On Tuesday, October 19 Mass with the school will be 
celebrated at the Lowery Nature Center at 8:00 am. (Mass 
will not be held at St. Joseph Church this day, nor will it 
be live-streamed.) 
 

ST. JOSEPH GRIEF GROUP | TUESDAY 
 

On October 19 at 6:00 pm the St. Joseph Grief Group will 
meet in the St. Peter Room (lower level of the church). This 
ministry provides an opportunity for those who have lost a 
loved one to come together in faith and support. Come as 
you need. No RSVP is required.  
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

Would you like to arrange for a Mass 
intention for a loved one? With “Collective” 
intentions for the weekends, we have more 
intentions open on the calendar. Contact 
Sandy Rosetter to make arrangements by 
email at churchoffice@stjosephwaconia.org or 

by phone at 952-442-2384. The suggested donation is $10.  
 

RECEIVE THE BULLETIN BY EMAIL 
 

Would you like to receive the church bulletin 
by email with additional news each week?  
Go online to stjosephwaconia.org/receive-
bulletin-by-email/ to subscribe. The bulletin is 
also available electronically through the 
Parish App! 

 

24-HOUR DROP BOX 
Did you know we have a 24 Hour drop box? If it is difficult 
for you to make it to the Parish Office during the day, you 
have the option to drop off items in the drop box located 
in the lobby at Door #1, on First Street (across from the 
church). The lobby is open all hours and the drop box is 
checked daily. There is also a drop box in the church by 
the main doors. 
 

PRAY THE ROSARY BEFORE MASS 
The Rosary is prayed in the church starting a half-hour 
prior to each weekend Mass. Plan to join us weekly for this 
special prayer.  
 

LOST & FOUND 
Items found in the church are placed inside a basket in the 
Narthex labeled “Lost & Found”. Look for items you may 
have left behind there.  
 

ADORERS NEEDED! 
In order expand the adoration hours, the following hours 
need a scheduled adorer: 

      

NEWS & EVENTS 

Sandy Rosetter 

   Synod Corner 

YOUNG ADULTS & HIGH SCHOOLERS:  
WE NEED YOUR VOICE! 

 

Ever thought the Catholic Church doesn’t offer you the 
community or resources you need to grow in your faith, as 
a young adult or high schooler? Do you have a great idea of 
how to engage your peers in the faith, or something great 
you’ve experienced in the Church you’d like to share with 
others? 

We need your voice! As part of a Synod process to help 
Archbishop Hebda discern priorities for our Archdiocese, 
small groups are meeting at our parish to discuss Synod 
focus areas – important topics in our faith. One of these 
focus areas is, “Forming youth and young adults in and for 
a Church that is always young.” 

It’s not too late to attend a Synod small group, and share 
your perspectives with our parish and the Archdiocese.  

Check out stjosephwaconia.org/synod/ to see the 
remaining topics. With Fall Break occurring, there will not 
be Synod Sessions October 20-23. Regular synod times will 
resume on Sunday evening. 

(Please refer to page 6 for “This Week” to see synod session times.) 

Sarah Richards 

mailto:churchoffice@stjosephwaconia.org
TEL:%20952-442-2384
stjosephwaconia.org/receive-bulletin-by-email/
stjosephwaconia.org/receive-bulletin-by-email/
stjosephwaconia.org/synod/


 

MEMORIAM ONLINE 

Remembering those from our parish that have passed away… 
 

In 2019, we established a “Memoriam” section to honor 
and remember those who have passed away from our 
community. Visit stjosephwaconia.org/memoriam to view 
photos and obituaries. May they all rest in peace.  

SEARCH FOR BURIALS ONLINE 
in St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery 

We are happy to announce that you can 
now search for burials in our cemetery by 
scanning this QR Code or by going to: 
https://burialsearch.com/ecims#/s/110/
St._Joseph_Catholic_Cemetery.  

You will also find it easily on our website: 
www.stjosephwaconia.org. Look for the 
cemetery link on the homepage.  

All burials in our 
cemetery have been 
r e corded  in  our 
mapping sof tware . 
Along with location, 
many show a photo of 
the gravestone, as well as 
the obituary and photo 
of the deceased.  

 

The obituaries and photos are taken from what has been 
online at the time of death, or from families that have 
shared the information for those that have passed away 
prior to the advent of the internet.  

 

You may notice that when looking at older burials, that 
the birth/death dates (month & day) are estimated– but 
the year is accurate. (For example: Birthdate: 1/1/1949 – 
Death Date 1/1/1982). Eventually they will all be updated 
- we have a volunteer that is currently working back 
through our burial records to fill in these details.  Thank you, John Devins, for sharing these beautiful  

photos taken at our St. Joseph Cemetery. 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/cemetery/memoriam/
https://burialsearch.com/ecims#/s/110/St._Joseph_Catholic_Cemetery
https://burialsearch.com/ecims#/s/110/St._Joseph_Catholic_Cemetery
http://www.stjosephwaconia.org


      

   NEWS & EVENTS 

THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
The Book of Remembrance is available in the Narthex. 
You are invited to write in the names of your loved ones 
that passed away this past year. (If you have already added 
a name, you do not need to do so again). Those whose 
names are written in the book will be remembered at our 
November Masses.  

ADVENT FAIR & OLD-FASHIONED BINGO | DEC 3 
All are invited to come to the Advent 
Fair! Stay for a tree lighting ceremony 
followed by Old-Fashioned BINGO, 
and enjoy a Mac n’ Cheese & Popcorn 
Chicken Bowl prepared by Chef Asha! 
In order to make sure we prepare 
enough food and Advent activity 
supplies, RSVP by November 19 at 
stjosephwaconia.org/advent-fair/. 

SCAN to RSVP! 

NOVEMBER 1 
All Saints Day 
School Mass at 8:15 am  
& Mass at 6:30 pm  
 

NOVEMBER 2 
All Souls Day 
Mass at 8:15 am & 
Mass of Remembrance  
at 7:00 pm 
 

NOVEMBER 12 
St. Joseph School 
Rake-for-a-Reason  
 

NOVEMBER 25 
Thanksgiving  
Mass at 9:00 am  
 

NOVEMBER 28 
First Sunday of Advent  
 

DECEMBER 3 
Family Advent Fair & Old-
Fashioned BINGO 
 

DECEMBER 8 
Immaculate Conception 
(Holy Day) School Mass at 
8:15 am & Mass at 7:00 pm  

Looking Ahead 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/advent-fair/


Liturgy & Worship 
Week of October 17 

Mass Intentions This Week 

  6:30 pm Bob Farrell † 
 

  8:15 am David May † 
 

  8:15 am Collective: 
 

Gerry Bailey † 
 

Leonard Peitz † 
 

For the Intentions of the 
Enkrateia House of Hope 
 

   No Mass 
 

  8:15 am Jean Buckentine † 
 

  5:15 pm Collective: 
 

Bud & Delora Van Eyll † 
 

Chris Logelin † 
 

Heather Schneider 
 

  8:30 am Collective: 
 

Phil & Maria Guettler † 
 

Georgiana Johnson † 

  10:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

Pray 

Please pray for the following: Frank K, Jake W, Carol S, 
John R, Rosie B, Amara S, Pat B, Tom L, Lindsay B, Betty B, 
Theresa T, Theresa L, Gene M, Laurie G, Lori U, Kay D, 
Annette R, Dale S, Sandy M, Brian N, Sandy S, Sally W, 
Ken G, Charlie J, Alice W, Pat W, Bruce M, Sarah R,  
Joyce B, Abby T, Tom K, Faith D, and Ryan P. And for  
St. Joseph loved ones in the Military: Airman Riley M, 
CPL Ryan H, Cpl. Allyna S, PFC Dalton W, Sergeant 
Robin L, Staff Sergeant Weston H, Staff Sergeant Sean W, 
Tech Sergeant Michael S, Major Leah M, First Lieutenant 
Samuel M, Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Lawrence B, 
Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant Commander Philip L, and SPC 
Justin S. And for those in Law Enforcement: Logan H, 
Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, Dennis F, Fred R, Tyler S,  
Eric W, Adam H, David F, Nick K, and Cory W. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 18 

5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
5:30 pm:  Confession (Church) 
6:00 pm:  Synod: Young Married (St. Paul Conf Rm) 
6:30 pm:  Mass 
7:15 pm:  Finance Council Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19 

No Mass at St. Joseph today. 
 

8:00 am:  Mass with School (Lowry Nature Center) 
9:00 am:  Synod Small Group (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  St. Joseph Grief Group (St. Peter Room) 
6:30 pm:  RCIA: Meeting (EC Media Center) 
7:00 pm:  KC General Meetings (Parish Center) 
7:00 pm:  Praise Ensemble Rehearsal (Church & Narthex) 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20 

8:15 am:  Mass 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21 

No Mass | Fr. Stan’s Day Off 
 

6:30 pm:  NAMI Support Group (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22 

Parish Office Closed  
 

8:15 am:  Mass  
 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 

4:00-5:00 pm:  Confessions (Church) 
4:45 pm:  Parish Rosary 
5:15 pm:  Mass  
 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24 

8:00 am:  Parish Rosary 
8:30 am:  Mass  
10:00 am:  Parish Rosary  
10:30 am:  Mass  
6:30 pm:  Synod Small Group: Open Forum (Parish Center) 
 



      

IN THE AREA 

ENKRATEIA HOUSE OF HOPE IS HIRING! 
Resident House Mother Position 

“Enkrateia House of Hope” located in 
SW suburban area is looking for a female 
who is interested in becoming our 
housemother! 

A house mother would live at the house 
and help care for and mentor the pregnant, homeless 
women. We are looking for someone who is single, 
without young children under her care, who could commit 
to serving for one year. 

We have two positions. One full time, 5 day and the 
second one, 2 full day positions. The positions are 
compensated and benefits include free room/board with a 
monthly stipend. For details, please contact Dorothy at 
612-508-0217and visit enkrateiahouseofhope.org for more 
information on our mission. 

Apply Today! Contact Dorothy Arockiasamy by phone at 
612-508-0217. 

GUARDIAN ANGELS CHURCH IS HIRING!  
Director of Music Position 

The Church of the Guardian Angels in Chaska seeks a 
Director of Music who will work approximately an average 
of 24 hours per week with seasonal variation. The 
successful candidate will be a practicing Catholic with at 
least three years of experience in Roman Catholic liturgy 
and proficient piano or organ skills. This position will plan 
and coordinate all liturgies, conduct most rehearsals and 
directly lead music in about half of Sunday liturgies.  

Please consult our parish website, www.gachaska.org (under 
About Us > Employment), for a more complete summary, a 
job description, and application instructions. Thank you! 

Hirings in the Area 

HOPE DAY RETREAT | OCT 20 

Loss affects all of us on many different levels. There is 
Hope in dealing with loss of any kind. At our Hope Day 
retreat for men and women, we claim our losses and 
define our hopes. Begin anew and join us for Hope Day 
on Wednesday, October 20, 2021. 

Check-in at 9:00 am, Retreat begins at 9:30 am, and ends 
at 3:00 pm; we provide lunch. Retreat Fee: $40.00, payable 
at registration. Register online at www.kingshouse.com or 
call 763-682-1394. 
 

ARCHBISHOP HEBDA’S DISCERNMENT RETREAT 
October 29-31, Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo 

Have you thought that maybe God is calling you to be a 
Catholic priest? This annual weekend retreat is for men 
who are juniors in high school through age 24, who do not 
have a college degree and are interested in the priesthood. 
The weekend retreat is led by Archbishop Bernard Hebda 
and Fr. David Blume, director of vocations. For more 
information and to register, see 10000vocations.org. 
 

BISHOP COZZENS’ DISCERNMENT DAY RETREAT  
October 30, 8:30 am - 7 pm, the Aspirancy House at The Saint 
Paul Seminary, 1976 Dayton Avenue, St. Paul 

Bishop Andrew Cozzens will lead a one-day discernment 
retreat for men discerning Catholic priesthood, who 
already have a college degree. The day will include talks by 
Bishop Cozzens, Mass, prayer, seminary campus tour, 
testimonies meals and social time. Discernment tips will be 
shared and an opportunity to get your questions answered 
about vocational and seminary life. For further 
information and to register, see 10000vocations.org. 
 

DEACON DISCERNMENT DAY 
New Date! Saturday, November 6, 8:15 am - 5:00 pm,  
The Saint Paul Seminary, Saint Paul 

Men ages 25-59 and their spouses if applicable are invited 
to attend this day of discernment for the diaconate. This 
day will explore: Who can become a deacon? How are 
Holy Orders integrated with marriage and family? How 
does one discern and respond to the Lord’s call to Holy 
Orders? What is the application, discernment and 
formation process? Mass, prayer, reflections, lunch, and 
time for questions and answers are included. Register 
online at semssp.org/deacondisernmentday. If you have 
questions, contact Deacon Bob Bisciglia at 
bobbisciglia@stthomas.edu or 651-962-5782. 

Events in the Area 
MCCL FALL TOUR 

 

Join others in your community at a pro-life educational 
gathering and learn about the challenges we face and how 
you can make a difference in protecting life. This free one-
hour presentation is given by Minnesota Citizens 
Concerned for Life (MCCL). Four remaining dates and 
locations are available in the Archdiocese: 

• October 14 at Holy Trinity Church, Goodhue  
• October 18 at St. Peter Catholic Church, Forest Lake 
• October 19 at Maternity of Mary Catholic Church, St. Paul  
• October 26 at All Saints Church, Lakeville 
 

Visit mccl.org/falltour for more information. 

TEL:%20612-508-0217
https://www.enkrateiahouseofhope.org/
TEL:%20612-508-0217
https://www.enkrateiahouseofhope.org/
http://www.gachaska.org
http://www.kingshouse.com
TEL:%20763-682-1394
10000vocations.org
10000vocations.org
semssp.org/deacondisernmentday
mailto:bobbisciglia@stthomas.edu?subject=Deacon%20Discernment%20Day%20Inquiry
TEL:%20651-962-5782
mccl.org/falltour


THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: 

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: 
The cornerstone for the Cathedral of St. Paul was laid on 
June 2, 1907. What year was it actually dedicated? 
Answer: D) 1958. The first liturgy was held on Palm Sunday, 
March 28, 1915. Work continued on the interior for decades. 
On October 14, 1958, it was consecrated by Archbishop 
William O'Brady. 
 

Join in the fun and submit your answer online at: 
stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/!  

 

CHECK OUT FORMED.ORG! 
Go to stjosephwaconia.formed.org  
or scan the QR code, and create a new 
account (search by 55387 and select  
St. Joseph) or sign in if you are already a 
member to access your FREE account.  

Formed.org 

An intimate portrait of the man, the pope, and his 
message, this series of documentaries reveals the epic 
proportions of the life and work of Pope John Paul.  
By special arrangements with the Vatican, this timeless 
footage over the span of five hours was produced  
by a renowned Italian journalist, Alberto Michelini. 
Delving deep into the papacy of Pope John Paul II, 
embark on a soul-stirring journey into the heart of his 
messages and world travels—and even into his private life 
within the Vatican. Encounter the face of Christ through 
one of his most powerful messengers, Blessed Pope  
John Paul II, a leader not only for the Catholic Church 
but also for humanity. 

Just for Fun 

 

Welcome New Members! 
Bill & Amanda Myers  

 
Alan & Monaliza  

Tholkes Family  

Jack & Kiersten Anderson  
 

Lowery & Kerstin  
Smith Family 

Smith Family Amanda & William Myers Tholkes Family 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/
https://watch.formed.org/john-paul-ii-the-man-the-pope-and-his-message
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