
 Know and celebrate our Catholic Faith     Love God and our neighbor     Serve as disciples of Jesus 

WWW.STJOSEPHWACONIA.ORG   •   41 EAST FIRST STREET WACONIA, MINNESOTA 55387   •   952-442-2384   •   FR. STAN MADER, PASTOR 

Fourth Sunday  
of Advent 

 

December 19, 2021 

Our Education Building is almost 20 years 
old. When a building gets to that age, even 
one kept up as nicely as our school, things 
need to be replaced. One of the most 
expensive items is the rooftop units (RTU) 
which handle the air conditioning and are 
instrumental in the air exchange, which is 
particularly important these COVID-19 
days. Earlier this year, we started what was 

to be a three-year plan of replacing all the RTUs beginning 
with those with which have been requiring the most repairs. 
Five units were ordered early this summer and just arrived 
last week. They will be installed in the final week of 
December. The cost, after energy rebates, was a little over 
$90,000. We were recently alerted that the prices for the 
remaining replacement units would, like so many building 
supplies, have a major price increase after January 1. The 
Finance Council and Parish Council have agreed that we 
should immediately order the remaining units. After 
rebates, this will cost us about $232,000 but save us at least 
$90,000 in additional cost. We will pay this from our 
savings. 

Every two years or so we also reset our “themes” or goals 
for the next few years. These are determined after gathering 
an understanding of the essential elements of a parish, 
reviewing what we are currently doing in each of those 
areas, noting the gaps, aligning this with demographic data, 
survey results, input from the synod listening process (in 

this year’s case) and coming up with areas to focus on. Staff 
input was included in the process as well. Two of the three 
previous goals remain, but with sharper focus. These 
themes are to guide me and the staff, and ultimately our 
parishioners, in how we might spend parish resources of 
staff time, parishioner talent, building resources, and 
money in our budget process. These themes certainly don’t 
say we will not do anything else; it is just setting priorities in 
some cases. 

The Themes are: 

• Enhance the Weekend Experience: Our hospitality, 
teaching, music, and ministry 

• Provide focused opportunities to engage younger 
parishioners (ages 11 to 39) in our parish 

• Encourage Small-Group Methodology within the Parish 
Ministries and Faith Formation 

• Evaluate our staffing pattern to meet these goals 

Some explanation: We need to continue to look at the 
Weekend Masses with a view not only to the liturgy itself 
but the whole experience from the time people arrive in the 
parking lot until they are driving home. 

The second is a narrowed focus of a previous goal. As 
with the first, it also gives us the opportunity to engage 

Fr. Stan Mader 

Continued on page 2… 

 

S kies, let the Just One come forth like the 
dew, let him descend from the clouds 

like the rain. The earth will open up and 
give birth to our Savior. 
 

Isaiah 45:8 



people in ministry or other volunteer opportunities. This 
gives all of us some ownership in it. 

The third theme encourages using small groups in 
additional ways in the parish. We already have many 
organic small groups, such as choirs, CRHP groups, and 
small groups in Confirmation. Many committees are small 
groups. We could create social groups that are small 
groups, with some prayer or discussion points as part of the 
meeting or gathering. It is a proven method to develop 
deeper faith and a greater connection to the parish. This 
will require more people trained in small group facilitation. 

The final one is more for administration. Do we have 
enough or the right staff for all the things we want to do? 
Should we keep up all the things we try to do now? Will 
job descriptions and budgets need to be adjusted?  

All of this takes some time. One of the most important 
lessons I learned as a pastor was to realize all the things I 
thought would be a six-month program were a five-year 
process.  

Christmas next week! In recent months we have been 
having more contact with Spanish-speaking people who are 
either parishioners, non-parishioners living in Waconia 
and Mayer, or working here. Many of these people do not 
belong to any parish. Or they need to work during the 
times any nearby parish, such as Chaska and Glencoe, has 
a Spanish Mass. We are happy to add an additional 
Christmas Day Mass at 7:00 pm on Christmas Day in 
Spanish. This Mass is open to anyone, and it might even fit 
some Christmas schedules better. (It will not count for 
Sunday.) I will preside. I will have assistance in giving the 
homily, as my Spanish is only good enough for very limited 
conversations. Offering a Mass in Spanish might become a 
monthly or more frequent experience here. As we are also 
aware many people work 12-hour shifts, 7:00 am to 7:00 
pm at the hospital. If we do this on Sundays at 7:30 pm, it 
might be a viable Mass option for them or people returning 
from weekends away. We would, if this happens regularly, 
have bilingual resources for the readings and the homily. 
We wish safe travels to all who will be on the road or in the 
air, and a hearty welcome home to all those who are 
visiting family back in the Waconia area.  

(Fr. Stan’s message continued…)    

RECIPES from the BULLETIN  
 

Do you have a recipe that your family and 
friends look forward to and ask you to make 
all the time, especially during the holiday 
season? Share these recipes by emailing them 
to bulletin@stjosephwaconia.org, and they 
could be included in the bulletin! To submit 

a recipe, you must include a list of ingredients with concise 
instructions on how to make/bake your item. Thank you! 

 
CRUMB TOP APPLE PIE 
Submitted by Fr. Martin Siebenaler 

 

Note from Fr. Siebenaler:  
“This is the best apple pie I have ever made!” 

 

 
Preheat oven to 300º F. In a large bowl, stir together all the 
filling ingredients until all the fruit and nuts are even 
covered with sugar and spices. Spoon the filling into the 
graham crust. In a medium bowl, mix all the topping 
ingredients. Important: Cut in the butter until crumbly. 
Bake for 50-60 minutes, or until the topping is golden 
brown and bubbles can be seen around the edges. Enjoy! 

Sarah Richards 

FILLING 

• 3/4 C Sugar 
• 1 1/2 Tbsp Cornstarch 
• 1/4 tsp Cinnamon 
• 1/8 tsp Nutmeg 
• 2 1/2 C Sliced Apples 
• 1/2 C Raisins (optional) 
• 1/3 C Nuts  

(Preferred: Chopped Pecans!) 

TOPPING 

• 1/2 C All-Purpose Flour 
• 1/3 C Sugar 
• 1/4 C Butter 

 
CRUST 

• (1) 7” Graham Crust 

mailto:bulletin@stjosephwaocnia.org
mailto:bulletin@stjosephwaconia.org


NOTE of GRATITUDE 
 

St. Joseph Parish recently received a check from the 
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation in the amount of 
$14,039. Our parish goal for 2021 was $43,189. We 
exceeded this goal by almost $24,000, therefore 50% of 
this excess was returned to our parish. We also received an 
additional $2,043 which represents 25% of the dollars 
collected above last year’s results! Thank you to our 
generous donors that help support the mission of CSAF to 
share Christ’s love with neighbors in need through 
ministries that serve the poor, support life, and strengthen 
Faith. 

      

NEWS & EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS ADORATION HOURS 
Adoration will not be available on December 22-23. Regular 
hours will resume on Monday, December 27 at 5:00 pm.  
 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD | JAN. 1 
Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God will be 
celebrated on Saturday, January 1 at 9:00 am. This day is 
not a Holy Day of Obligation this year. 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINES 
Please observe the following bulletin deadlines and submit 
content accordingly. Note that there will be a double 
bulletin for January 9 & 16. Thank you! 

SYMPATHY 
The Sympathy of the Parish is extended to the family and 
friends of Faith Dressel, Paula Gerrety, Betty Braunwarth, 
and John G. Worm. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord.  
 

BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS 
Ryleigh Mae & Sawyer Rae Swenson; 
Children of Tony & Ashley 
 

Jonah Michael Larson; Child of David & Hannah 
 

MARRIAGE CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Shandon Sutherland & Natalie Johnson 
who were married on December 11! 
 

DAILY MASS NOTE| MON & TUES 
Monday, December 20, daily Mass will be at 8:15 am 
(instead of at 6:30 pm) with confessions being heard after 
Mass. On Tuesday, Mass will be celebrated at 8:15 am with 
the school. 
 

PARISH OFFICE HOURS  
The Parish Office will be closed on December 24 & 27. 
Normal hours will resume on Tuesday, December 28.  
 

PARISH RECONCILIATION SERVICE - TODAY (Dec 19) 
Prepare the way for the Lord. In Advent one of the ways to 
prepare our hearts for the Lord is to participate in 
reconciliation; to celebrate God’s forgiveness and love. 
While there are many times during Advent for confession, 
this  Sunday, December 19 at 4:00 pm, six priests will be 
present to hear confessions at our parish Reconciliation 
Service. For more information, go to the parish website 
stjosephwaconia.org/advent-reconciliation/. 
 

PRAY.VENT.LAUGH | TUESDAY 
Parents and grandparents with young children, ages 0 
through grade 3 are invited to this brief retreat from the 
busyness of life with little ones! Join us on Tuesday, 
December 21, beginning at 8:45 am in the Parish Center.  

 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS  
Friday, December 24: 
3:00 pm, 5:30 pm & 10:00 pm (Candlelight) 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS  
Saturday, December 25:  
8:30 am, 10:30 am & at  
7:00 pm (Spanish Mass) 

 

ADDITIONAL CONFESSION TIMES 
In addition to the parish reconciliation service this Sunday 
(Dec 19) at 4:00 pm, St. Joseph is offering additional times 
during Advent to participate in the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Here are the additional times: Dec 20 at 
8:45 am, Dec 21 at 9:00 am, and Dec 22 at 6:00 pm. 
Times can be referenced online at stjosephwaconia.org/
advent-reconciliation/. 

BULLETIN DATE SUBMISSION DEADLINE  

January 2 December 22 (by 11:00 am)   

January 9 & 16 January 3 (by 11:00 am)  

Offertory Contributions 

Commitment to Parish Life Weekend Offertory: 

November 2021, 427 Donors, 855 Contributions $ 83,462    

November 2020, 398 Donors, 859 Contributions 77,596 

Contributions to Special Funds  

  Capital Repairs & Maintenance 
  2nd Collection - Campaign for Human Development 

 $ 1,890               
1,777 

Year to Date (July 2021 - November 2021) 

Total Offertory Contributions $ 390,779  

Last year, same period $ 367,595  

https://stjosephwaconia.org/advent-reconciliation/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/advent-reconciliation/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/advent-reconciliation/


  

      

ADVENT 2021 
 

AN ADVENT PRAYER 
By Henri Nouwen 

 
Lord Jesus, 

Master of both the light and the darkness, 
send your Holy Spirit upon our 

preparations for Christmas. 

We who have so much to do and seek 
quiet spaces to hear your voice each day, 

We who are anxious over many things 
look forward to your coming among us. 

We who are blessed in so many ways 
long for the complete joy of your kingdom. 

We whose hearts are heavy 
seek the joy of your presence. 

We are your people, walking in darkness, 
yet seeking the light. 

To you we say, 
"Come Lord Jesus!' 

Amen. 

Painting Credit: Saint Joseph Seeks a Lodging in Bethlehem by James Tissot 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation this year.) 



 
YOUTH COAT DRIVE 

With the help of over 40 volunteers and the EDGE students, we 
pulled off our first coat drive for the community. With all the 
donation sites located throughout Waconia, our generous community 
provided over 1,000 coats, 3 tables full of hats & gloves, snow pants, 
and some boots! Even with the snowstorm, 60 families came to the 
event! After the event, the remaining coats were donated to His 
House Foundation, a community-based human service agency. They 
were so relieved we had coats for them because they have many 
families in need.  

A very heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped make this event possible!  

 

Spotlight! 

Spotlight! 

ADVENT FAIR 
 

We had a great turnout on Friday, 
December 3 for our annual Advent 
Fair & Old-Fashioned Christmas 
Bingo. This year, there was a new 
addition to the event: Santa visited 
for our very first community tree 
lighting!  
 

Thank you to all our volunteers and staff 
who made this event possible. 



JANUARY 1 
Mary, Mother of God  
Mass at 9:00 am  
(Not a Holy Day of Obligation  
this year.)  
 

JANUARY 14 
Raising Saints Event 
Family Movie Night  
 

JANUARY 16 
KC Free Throw Contest 
 

JANUARY 23 
KC Respect Life Breakfast 
 

FEBRUARY 5 
Saints Gala  
 

FEBRUARY 11 
Raising Saints Event 
Family Valentine Dance 
 

MARCH 2 
Ash Wednesday  
 

Looking Ahead 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20 

8:15 am:  Mass 
8:45 am:  Confession (Church) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

8:15 am:  Mass with School  
8:45 am:  Pray.Vent.Laugh (Parish Center) 
9:15 am:  Confession (Church) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Loft)  
7:00 pm:  Praise Ensemble Rehearsal (Choir Loft) 
7:00 pm:  RCIA: Meeting (School Media Center) 
7:00 pm:  KC Christmas Party (Parish Center) 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22 

8:15 am:  Mass  
6:00-8:00 pm:  Confession (Church)  
6:00 pm:  Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Loft)  

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23 

No Mass | Fr. Stan’s Day Off  
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24     Christmas Eve 

Parish Office Closed  
 

3:00 pm:  Mass  
5:30 pm:  Mass  
10:00 pm:  Mass (Candlelight) 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25     Christmas Day 

8:30 am:  Mass  
10:30 am:  Mass  
7:00 pm:  Mass (Spanish) 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 

8:00 am:  Parish Rosary 
8:30 am:  Mass 
9:30 am:  Pro-Life Committee Meeting (Parish Center) 
10:30 am:  Mass 

This Week Mass Intentions 

  8:15 am Living & Deceased Members of 
the Rueben & Verna Goetz 
Family 

  8:15 am Living & Deceased Members 
of the Ray Steinhagen Family 

  8:15 am Collective: 
 

Mark Buesgens † 
 

Living & Deceased Members 
of the Mercel & LaVerne Vos 
Family 
 

Agnes Herbst † 
 

   No Mass 
 

  3:00 pm Bishop-elect Fr. Joseph Williams  

  5:30 pm St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

  10:00 pm Collective: 
 

John Mader † 
 

Lida Arango de Toro †, Jesus 
Antonio Toro Cardona † 
 

  8:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

  10:30 am Collective: 
 

Jeanie Buckentine † 
 

* Jerry Laumann †, Jean 
Laumann †, & Dennis 
Buesgens † 
 

Dwayne Rademacher † 
 

  8:30 am Collective: 
 

Peter Guettler † 
 

*Living & Deceased Members 
of the Frank & Lena Peitz 
Family 

  10:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

Pray 

Please pray for the following: Barbara S, Jake W, Carol S, 
John R, Rosie B, Amara S, Pat B, Tom L, Lindsay B, Betty B,  
Theresa T, Theresa L, Gene M, Lori U, Kay D, Annette R, 
Dale S, Sandy M, Brian N, Sandy S, Sally W, Ken G, 
Charlie J, Alice W, Pat W, Bruce M, Sarah R,  
Joyce B, Abby T, Tom K, and Ryan P. And for St. Joseph 
loved ones in the Military: Airman Riley M, Sergeant 
Ryan H, Cpl. Allyna S, PFC Dalton W, Sergeant Robin L, 
Staff Sergeant Weston H, Staff Sergeant Sean W, Tech 
Sergeant Michael S, Major Leah M, First Lieutenant 
Samuel M, Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Lawrence B, 
Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant Commander Philip L, and SPC 
Justin S. And for those in Law Enforcement: Logan H, 
Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, Dennis F, Fred R, Tyler S,  
Eric W, Adam H, David F, Nick K, and Cory W. 



      

IN THE AREA 

CHRISTMAS with ARCHBISHOP HEBDA 
Masses take place Saturday, December 25. 
 

Midnight Mass (12:00 am) at the Cathedral of Saint Paul 
9:30 am Mass at the Basilica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis 
 
SERVE AS A TOTUS TUUS MISSIONARY! 
The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is in need 
of college-age men and women with missionary hearts who 
are committed to their Catholic faith and feel called to 
share it with the youth around the Archdiocese. This is a 
two-month commitment (June 3 – July 30), which includes 
one week of training and a one-week break for 
Independence Day. Missionaries receive a $2,520 stipend 
for the summer, and meals and lodging are provided. 
Apply through the careers page at the Archdiocesan 
website careers.archspm.org/jobs or contact the Totus 
Tuus Coordinator at totustuus@archspm.org or by calling 
651-291-4489. 
 
SEMINARY APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED for FALL 2022 
If you are discerning Catholic priesthood and would like 
help with the next steps, please contact Father David 
Blume, Director of Vocations. Father Blume is currently 
meeting with men applying to be considered for 
acceptance as archdiocesan seminarians for Fall 2022. 
Father Blume can be reached at frblume@stthomas.edu or 
651-962-6890. 
 
OPERATION ANDREW DINNER 
January 17, 6:00 pm, Archdiocesan Catholic Center, Saint Paul 
 

Archbishop Bernard A. Hebda and Father David Blume, 
Director of Vocations, invite men, ages 16 and older, who 
are discerning their vocations, to join them for dinner and 
conversation about priesthood and religious life. Typically, 
guests invite their pastor, youth minister or a religious 
brother to meet them at the Archdiocesan Catholic Center 
for the Operation Andrew Dinner. Online registration by 
January 14 is required. For more information and to 
register, see 10000vocations.org. 
 
MIRIAM DINNER 
January 25, 6:00 pm, Archdiocesan Catholic Center, Saint Paul 
 

Archbishop Bernard Hebda invites women, ages 16-35, 
who are discerning consecrated life to join him for dinner 
and conversation. Sister Mary Joseph, a Handmaid of the 
Heart of Jesus Sister, will help lead the dinner program 
that will include consecrated women sharing their 
vocation testimonies, stories of consecrated life and 
discernment tips. Online registration is required. For 
more information and to register, see 10000vocations.org. 

DOMINICAN “COME AND SEE” WEEKEND 
February 11 - 13, 2022 
 

In the Gospel of John, when Jesus meets his first disciples 
he asks them “what are you looking for?” They wanted to 
know where he was staying, so Jesus replied “Come and 
See.” He then invited them to stay with him for a brief 
time, but it was enough for them to know that they were 
going to give up everything and follow him. That’s why a 
Come and See Weekend is a must for anyone seriously 
discerning their vocation. Dominican Come and Sees are a 
sixty-four hour immersion experience into the very rhythm 
of religious life. Much like the first disciples, a Come and 
See often provides that “gut” experience which offers the 
visceral clarity that is the goal of discernment and the only 
true test of whether or not your home is here. 
Join us in Minneapolis, MN for a weekend of discernment, 
faith and fellowship! 
 

For more information: www.opvocations.org/come-and-see 
To register, please contact Fr. Samuel Hakeem, O.P., at 
vocations@opcentral.org. 

BISHOP-ELECT FR. JOSEPH WILLIAMS 
 

Pope Francis named Rev. Joseph Williams 
Auxiliary Bishop of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis on December 10, 2021. 
Bishop-elect Williams was born on May 2, 
1974, to Dr. Gary and Mary Williams. He 
is the third of nine children, grew up in 
Stillwater, attended Saint Croix Catholic 
School and graduated from Stillwater 
High School in 1992. His brother Father 
Peter Williams is also a priest of the Archdiocese of Saint 
Paul and Minneapolis and serves as pastor of Saint 
Ambrose parish in Woodbury. Bishop-elect Williams 
graduated summa cum laude from the University of 
Minnesota, Morris, in 1996 and earned a philosophy/pre-
theology degree from Franciscan University of Steubenville 
in 1998. He earned a Masters of Divinity from The Saint 
Paul Seminary and was ordained May 25, 2002, by 
Archbishop Harry J. Flynn. His episcopal ordination is 
scheduled for January 25, 2022, at the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul. The ordination will be livestreamed on the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis’ Facebook 
page. Please see The Catholic Spirit for more information 
on Bishop-elect Williams’ appointment and see the 
Archdiocese’s events page for additional information on 
his episcopal ordination.  
 

(Information quoted from the December 10, 2021 Archdiocesan 
letter. Read the full text online at www.archspm.org/.) 

Fr. Joseph Williams 

mailto:totustuus@archspm.org.
TEL:%20651-291-4489
mailto:frblume@stthomas.edu
Tel:%20651-962-6890
https://www.10000vocations.org/operation-andrew-dinner.html
https://www.10000vocations.org/miriam-dinner.html
https://www.opvocations.org/come-and-see
mailto:vocations@opcentral.org
https://thecatholicspirit.com/
https://www.archspm.org/events/
https://www.archspm.org/pope-francis-names-rev-joseph-williams-auxiliary-bishop-of-saint-paul-and-minneapolis/


 

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: 

 
 
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: 
Our first reading last Sunday came from the book of 
Zephaniah, one of the books of the Bible we only hear 
from rarely at Mass. Which of the following Books, also 
rarely read at Mass, is from the New Testament? 
 

D) Philemon. The one-page letter is a plea from St Paul, appealing 
to Philemon to show mercy on his runaway slave, Onesimus. 

 
Join in the fun and submit your answer online at: 

stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/!  

CHECK OUT FORMED.ORG! 
Go to stjosephwaconia.formed.org  
or scan the QR code, and create a new 
account (search by 55387 and select  
St. Joseph) or sign in if you are already a 
member to access your FREE account.  

Formed.org 

ADVENT: 
RETHINKING THE SEASON 

by Dr. Tim Gray 
 

Advent is an odd season. 
Unlike most other seasons, it’s 
a season that isn’t about itself, 
but is instead about preparing 
for Christmas. But that reality 
often gets lost in the shuffle 
and stress of trying to find all 

the right gifts, decorations, and dinner ingredients. In 
this Lighthouse Talk audio presentation, Dr. Tim Gray 
uses storytelling and the readings of the Old Testament 
to explain that we need to live the ‘pre-season’ of Advent 
well, so we can be prepared to welcome and receive the 
greatest gift God the Father wants to give us at 
Christmas: His Son, Jesus.  

Just for Fun 

 Welcome New Members! 

Teresa Boll Greg & Barb Fruhwirth Nowak Family 

Greg & Barb Fruhwirth 
 

Glorraine Hansen Johnson 
 

Teresa Boll 

Kevin & Brittany  
Nowak Family 

Jenell & Jason 
Worm Family 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/
https://watch.formed.org/the-mystery-of-christmas-by-fr-larry-richards
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