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As noted in last week’s column, this 
week we will celebrate All Saints Day on 
Tuesday, November 1, and All Souls’ 
Day on Wednesday, November 2. On 
All Saints Day, we celebrate all those 
who have made it faithfully through 
their journey on Earth and have now 
entered into heaven. They are our elders 
in the faith, and people we can look to 

for inspiration. On All Souls’ Day, we will remember  
all those who have died, perhaps particularly those  
we knew. 

All Saints Day is one of the few Holy Days of 
Obligation in the Catholic Church. Catholics are to 
treat it like a Sunday, attend Mass, and do as little extra 
work as possible. We will have our regular 6:30 pm Mass 
on Halloween night, and it will be an anticipatory Mass 
for the Holy Day. 

The mid-term elections are on November 8. Early 
voting opportunities are now available as well. See the 
information in the bulletin this week for a statement 
from the Minnesota bishops and some major issues that 
are at hand. They note there are many issues, with 
dignity of life being the preeminent one. Please study a 
bit before you vote. As always, exercise your right to 
politely express your opinion about a variety of topics to 
candidates or elected officials before or after an election. 

I’m excited to hear that Ridgeview Hospital will 
again allow pastors to see the entire list of people from 
their faith tradition! This means that whenever I go to 
the hospital, I can check for any other parishioners who 
might be in the hospital at the time I am visiting. I 
encourage you to continue to let us know when you or 
someone in your circle is there. Without that, we might 
miss the days you are there. We hope to soon be able to 
have a team visit the hospital on Sundays or mid-week. 

We have a youth Mass at 7:30 pm on the second and 
fourth Sundays of the month. I was pleased that, already 
at the third Mass, we had youth playing and singing the 
music. This Mass is open to anyone, but especially for 
youth and those whose work schedule does not allow 
them to go to any other Mass. We have also started a 
youth group, and they meet at 6:00 pm on Sunday 
nights for some snacks and then have a youth group 

Fr. Stan Mader 

Thirty-First Sunday  
in Ordinary Time  

October 30, 2022 

Continued on page 2… 

SAINTLY SERVICE 
Congratulations and thank you to Given Kalipende  
for demonstrating Saintly Service in the imitation of  

St. Benedict. Given was chosen as the recipient of CSCOE 
Saintly Service Award for the month of September from all 
nominations that were received from the 79 Catholic K-8 

schools in the Archdiocese. We are very proud of Given and 
his continual model of excellence for all! 

Spotlight! 



gathering until shortly before Mass in the chapel.  

The Synod letter from Archbishop Hebda will be 
released in three weeks. Some of our parish leadership will 
study it and meet on Saturday morning, December 3, to 
discuss it. I am sure the letter will receive wide circulation 
and be available on the Archdiocesan website. I hope you 
all take a look at it. 

November 6-12 is National Vocations Awareness Week. 
It is an annual event to pray for, especially for religious 
vocations in the Church. You might know that from 1994-
98 I was co-director of the Vocation Office for the 
Archdiocese. As a result, I have always been interested in 
promoting vocations, and you should be too. Who do you 
know that you would want to minister to you or your family 
when that would be necessary? Gently suggest that they 
keep such a vocation on their horizon. They may or may 
not be being called to it, but often the suggestion will make 
it more likely they will continue to consider it and be more 
aware of God’s promptings. Please recite this prayer daily 
during the week of November 6-12. 

 

God our Father,  

We thank you for calling men and women  
to serve in your Son’s Kingdom  

as priests, deacons, & consecrated persons.  

Send your Holy Spirit to help others  
to respond generously & courageously to your call.  

May our community of faith support vocations  
of sacrificial love in our youth & young adults.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who lives & reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, forever & ever.  

Amen 

(Fr. Stan’s message continued…)    

NOVEMBER 10 
St. Joseph School Veteran’s 
Day Program & Concert 
at 1:30 pm in the gym 
 

NOVEMBER 14-18 
Fr. Stan Away on Retreat  
 

NOVEMBER 13 
Cana Family Institute 
“Come & See” Event 
after 8:30 & 10:30 am Mass 
 

NOVEMBER 17 
St. Joseph School 
Kindergarten  
Information Night 
 

NOVEMBER 19 
Turkey & Fixings Event 
 

NOVEMBER 24 
Thanksgiving Day  
Mass at 9:00 am 
Parish Office Closed 
 

NOVEMBER 27 
First Sunday of Advent 
 

DECEMBER 2 
Winter Wear Drive 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm  
in the Parish Center 
 

DECEMBER 2 
Advent Fair with  
Old Fashioned BINGO 
 

DECEMBER 8 
Immaculate Conception  
Holy Day of Obligation 
Mass at 8:15 am & 7:00 pm 
 

DECEMBER 9 
Community Service Event 
Humanity Alliance  
 

DECEMBER 18 
Christmas Cheer Parade 
 

DECEMBER 18 
Parish Reconciliation 
Service at 4:00 pm 
 

DECEMBER 23-26 
Parish Office Closed 
 

 

Looking Ahead 

Offertory Contributions 

Commitment to Parish Life Weekend Offertory: 

September 2021, 390 Donors, 719 Contributions $ 66,843  

September 2022, 373 Donors, 676 Contributions $ 64,730 

Contributions to Special Funds  

  Capital Repairs & Maintenance 
  2nd Collection (St. Joseph Catholic School) 

 $ 1,785          
$3,150 

Year to Date (July 2022 - September 2022) 

Total Offertory Contributions $ 202,395   

Last year, same period $ 230,580   



      

NEWS & EVENTS 

SYMPATHY 
The sympathy of the parish is extended to the family and 
friends of LaDonna Benson Eternal rest grant unto her  
O Lord. 
 
FOOD SHELF DRIVE | NOV 5 & 6 
Donations Needed:  
Instant Oatmeal Packets & Family Size Toothpaste 
Please bring these items to church and leave them in the 
wagon, located near the main entry. Thank you for 
remembering those of our community in need! Cash 
donations are greatly appreciated and is the most 
beneficial way to give. Donate online at 
www.waconiafoodshelf.org or mail to: Waconia United 
Food Shelf, PO Box 577, Waconia MN 55387. 
 
ALL SAINTS (Holy Day) | TUESDAY 
This Holy Day of Obligation is Tuesday, November 1. 
Mass will be celebrated at 8:15 am & 7:00 pm, with a Vigil 
Mass on Monday, October 31 at 6:30 pm. 
 
SAINTS WAX MUSEUM | TUESDAY 
Please join St. Joseph School and the 5th grade class to 
celebrate Mass on All Saints Day, Tuesday, November 1  
at 8:15 am. Following Mass, our 5th grade students will  
be hosting a “Saints Wax Museum” in the Parish Center 
(lower level of the church). Join us to see our 5th grade 
students dressed as their favorite Saint!  
 
ALL SOULS’ DAY | WEDNESDAY 
Mass for All Soul’s Day, on Wednesday, November 2, will 
be celebrated at 8:15 am & 7:00 pm. All are welcome to 
come and be present to those who have lost a loved one 
this past year at our special Mass of Remembrance which 
will be celebrated at 7:00 pm. 
 
MISCARRIAGE, STILLBORN OR NEWBORN LOSS - 
INCLUDE IN THE BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
The loss of a baby is the most painful experience a parent 
faces. We want to recognize all loved ones who have gone 
to be with God, so please write in the Book of 
Remembrance, the name of your child or (write the word 
baby) along with your last name. Prayers are with you. God 
Bless You! (The Book of Remembrance is displayed in the 
Narthex.) 
 
BULLETIN SUBMISSION DEADLINES 
The November 13 bulletin requests must be submitted by 
November 4 by 3:00 pm. The November 30 bulletin 
submission will be due on November 11. Typically, 
however, you can submit bulletin requests by noon on 
Mondays to bulletin@stjosephwaconia.org for them to be 
considered in the following Sunday’s bulletin. Thank you! 

ROSARY LEADERS NEEDED! 
Do you enjoy praying the rosary? Here at St. Joseph, we 
pray the rosary as a community 30 min prior to Mass at 
5:15 pm on Saturday and 8:30 am on Sunday. We are in 
need of individuals to lead the congregation in this 
timeless prayer tradition. You can sign up for as few or as 
many timeslots as you wish! Training and easy-to-follow 
guides are available. Interested? Please contact Tanya 
Golka at tanya_golka@hotmail.com for more information. 
 
CANA FAMILY INSITUTE 
Have you wondered what more can be done for our 
community’s young families? The time of your wondering 
has ended! Be part of a ministry that supports the young 
families in our parish and school. The Cana Experience is 
coming soon to our St. Joseph Catholic Community. If 
you are interested in helping, contact Cheryl Salz at 
csalz@stjosephwaconia.org or 952-442-3712. Go online to 
www.canafamilyinstitute.com for information on The 
Cana Experience. 
 
A STATEMENT FROM OUR BISHOPS 
Our bishops have made a Statement about the 
2022 elections in Minnesota. Catholics are 
called to be faithful citizens and to infuse 
public life with the values necessary to protect 
human dignity, combat injustice, and promote 
the common good. Because of this duty, it is necessary to 
reflect on the state of our public life and the choices 
Minnesotans face as we go to the polls in a year in which 
all state legislative and executive officers are up for 
election. Please scan the QR Code to read more, or pick 
up a copy of this election statement in the Narthex. 
 
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING COURSES 
Have you ever thought about what unnatural birth control 
methods really do to your body? To your marriage?  
Natural Family Planning builds strong families. It is 
medically safe, morally acceptable by the Church,  
and highly effective. NFP is inexpensive and reversible. 
Couple to Couple League offers three different options  
for completing the NFP class series. Live onsite, live  
online, and self-paced online courses are now available to 
engaged and married couples. For more information, go to 
ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl. 
 
NEW TO ST. JOSEPH? | WELCOME! 
Are you new to the St. Joseph community? Have you been 
coming in person or virtually for some time and would  
like to become a parishioner? We are excited to meet and 
talk with you! Have questions? Contact Cheryl Salz at  
952-442-3712 or csalz@stjosephwaconia.org. 

http://www.waconiafoodshelf.org
mailto:bulletin@stjosephwaconia.org
mailto:tanya_golka@hotmail.com
mailto:csalz@stjosephwaconia.org
tel:%20952-442-3712
http://www.canafamilyinstitute.com
ccli.org/learn-nfp-from-ccl
tel:%20952-442-3712
mailto:csalz@stjosephwaconia.org
https://assets.nationbuilder.com/mncatholic/pages/1168/attachments/original/1664997388/22.1005_Election_Year_Statement_2022_Final_-Standard_Quality.pdf?1664997388


simply that we just do not know. What we do know is 
that we are told that there is a place called Purgatory 
which is where souls go to be purified and made 
ready for heaven. In other words, some people are 
not quite ready to go straight to heaven when they 
die, so God, in his Divine Mercy, allows them to 
become purified in Purgatory to prepare them for 
Heaven. The name Purgatory comes from the root 
word “purge” which means exactly what it sounds 
like, that the person’s soul may be purged of any 
impurities that are preventing it from enjoying the 
blessings of Heaven. It is important for us to pray for 
the souls in Purgatory, for our prayers for them, help 
them get to Heaven more quickly. 

So two things we need to know about All Saints 
Day and All Souls’ Day is that All Saints Day is a 
Holy Day of Obligation which means that all 
Catholics are required to attend Mass on All Saints 
Day to honor and celebrate the lives of all the Saints 
in Heaven. All Souls’ Day, on the other hand, is not 
a Holy Day of Obligation, but it is still good to go to 
Mass to pray for all the souls in Purgatory. In our 
parish, we have a special Mass on All Souls’ Day in 
the evening where we honor and pray for all those 
who died during the past year. 

So, back to Halloween. Why do we celebrate with 
costumes and candy and trick or treating? The 
holiday, as we know it today, is a blend of ancient 
traditions stemming back as far as 2,000 years. In 
Ireland, and Northern France people would build 
bonfires as part of their celebration of harvest time as 
the darkness of night occurred earlier in the evening. 
It helped to drive away the fear of darkness and 
allowed them to continue their harvesting work. In 
modern times the tradition of “trick or treating” 
became popular in the United States as a community 
celebration. Halloween parties and going door to 
door asking for candy helped to bring communities 
closer together. The tradition of pumpkins goes back 
to the days before electricity. Pumpkins and turnips 
were easily used as lanterns to provide light. The 
carving of pumpkins has since become somewhat 
competitive. Who can make the scariest or coolest-
looking pumpkin? How about you? 

A NOTE from DEACON GREG 

Whether you are a parent, a teacher 
or a student—an adult or a child, we 
can be faced with questions that are 
hard to answer. “Ask the Deacon”, is 
to help answer questions about our 
faith. Do you have a question about 
our faith that you would like Deacon Greg to 
answer? Please submit them by email to 
gmiller@stjosephwaconia.org! 

 
Q: I HEAR THAT HALLOWEEN IS ACTUALLY  

A RELIGIOUS HOLIDAY. IS THIS TRUE?  
 

A: The name Halloween means The Eve of All 
Hallows. You might recognize the word hallow 
from the Lord’s Prayer when we pray, “Our Father, 
who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.” Or we 
could say, “Holy be thy name,” because the word 
hallow means holy. So the name we have given to 
the holiday that we celebrate as Halloween actually 
means the Eve of All Holies, or of All the Holy 
Ones. By now, you may have figured out that we 
celebrate Halloween on the day before All Saints 
Day because that is exactly what we are really 
celebrating, the feast of all those holy people who 
are in heaven but have not been officially declared 
saints by the Church. Most people who have died 
and gone to heaven have never been declared saints 
by the Church, nor will they be. Part of the reason 
is that there are just too many of them and there is 
not enough time here on earth for the Church to 
look into the lives of every single living soul. 
Another part of the reason is that many people have 
lived and died who are not readily known by the 
Church authorities, but one thing we can count on 
is that Jesus knows them. So the Feast of All 
Hallows, or All Saints as we call it today here in 
America, is a very special day set aside to honor 
those unknown saints, and the known saints too, 
and to ask them to pray for us as we journey 
through life toward becoming saints ourselves. 

The day after All Saints Day is also a special day. 
It is called All Souls’ Day. On all Souls’ Day, we 
honor and pray for all people who have died 
whether they went to heaven or not. The reason is 

Dcn. Greg Miller 

 

mailto:gmiller@stjosephwaconia.org!


A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF  

Hello friends,  

I have a few updates from the world of music 
and worship here at St. Joseph that I wish to 
share with you all. 

Our new Sunday evening Masses are going 
quite well, and to my delight, the music is led 

by the youths of our parish! This is wonderful, not only 
because it is an amazing opportunity for our young folks 
to serve God and his church with their prodigious  
skills and talents but also because it frees me up to  
watch football, despite how poorly my Packers are doing 
lately. This 7:30 pm Mass is intended to provide a Mass 
for those whose work schedules prevent them from 
coming in the morning, so if you know of anyone who, 
for instance, works a second shift on Sundays, please let 
them know!  

As of this writing, we’re very likely going to 
incorporate a new model for the church choir here at St. 
Joseph that I’m hoping will accommodate more busy 
schedules. For the past several years, the choir has met on 
Tuesday evenings for 60-90 minutes, depending on where 
we’re at in the liturgical year. Moving forward, we are 
going to meet at the end of the 8:30 am Mass, to prepare 
for the 10:30 am Mass, and share our voices at that Mass 
only. So, starting Sunday, November 6, Please feel free to 
come and lend your voice in vocal worship on any 
Sunday you like!  

Speaking of singing, it fills my heart with hope and joy 
to hear us singing the Mass ever more and more; its most 
normative form, after all, is to be sung rather than 
spoken. Participating in Mass this way, even 
independently of the hymns/propers, is perhaps the most 
effective way we can uplift the Mass and create an 
atmosphere of reverent worship. Starting on the Feast  
of Christ the King, we’ll have a new Mass setting 
(“German Mass”, written by Franz Schubert and adapted 
by Richard Proulx) that we haven’t used here before. I 
think you’ll find it is easy to learn and quite reverent, so 
thanks in advance for giving your voices to something 
new and beautiful. 

Finally, All Saints' Day is Tuesday, November 1. I 
would LOVE for you to bring any saintly/angelic images 
you have at home to put in our Saints gallery, along with 
a brief little description of who they are and what they 
did. Apparitions are fine too. I'll set up tables in the 
narthex as we have done in the past. 

 

Cantate Domino, omnis terra. 
(Latin from Psalm 96:1 - “Sing to the Lord, all the earth.”) 

Sean Barker 

 

SIMPLIFIED GIVING 
Help Us Grow 

Simplified Giving is a solution whose time  
has come. Many parishioners indicate that  

the only checks they write are the ones  
for the church. They have switched  

to paying bills electronically  
for almost all other activities.  

 

DONATE NOW with ONLINE GIVING 

• You may initiate and manage donations on your 
own via our secure web page found on our 
parish website: www.stjosephwaconia.org 

• Complete Simplified Electronic Giving 
authorization form (available on line or in the 
Parish Office) and return it to the parish office,  
by mail or place in a drop box. You have the 
freedom to change your contributions at any 
time by contacting by phone Chris Parker at:  
952-442-3702. 

 
Thank you for your prayerful support of  

St. Joseph Catholic Community!  
 

Scan the QR code for the electronic giving link or  
go to: stjosephwaconia.org/giving/ways-to-give/. 

      

        NEWS & EVENTS 

stjosephwaconia.org/giving/ways-to-give/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/giving/ways-to-give/
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SCHOOL-WIDE BIKE DAY  
at the LOWRY NATURE CENTER! 

St. Joseph School students enjoyed their last day of school 
before MEA weekend at a school-wide field trip to the  
Lowry Nature Center for a bike day that began with Mass! 
Over 150 students spent their day exercising and learning  
about the amazing resources present in the area around us. A 
huge thank you to the parents and staff who made this event  
a success, and to the Lowry Nature Center, whose support 
and assistance was tremendous during this educational event.  
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ALL SOULS’ DAY | WEDNESDAY, NOV 2 
Mass for All Soul’s Day will be celebrated at 8:15 am  
& 7:00 pm. All are welcome to come and be present for 
those who have lost a loved one this past year. This special 
Mass is the Mass of Remembrance which will be celebrated 
at 7:00 pm. 

In Loving Memory 
of our parishioners who passed away this past year. 
Including those buried in our cemetery, and whose 

funeral was held at St. Joseph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY PERPETUAL LIGHT SHINE UPON THEM. 
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE. 

Francis "Frank"  
Klepperich 

Mary Provence 

Ambrose & Lois Kodet 

Leonard Princivalli 

Kermit & Marie Lohmar 

Sharon Lohmar 

Thomas "Tom" Meuffels 

John "Jack" Klawitter 

Theresa Mendiola 

Fr. Bill Paron 

Donna Schmieg 

Maria Mendoza  
Mandujano 

Mary Fischer 

Mary Tellers 

Don Schuler 

Joseph Stacken 

Mary Amrhein 

Paul Simons 

Eric Johnson 

Stanley Giesen 

Ron Dressel 

Neil Kirsch 

Alan "Corky"  
Gothmann 

Joan Borchart 

Amy Louise Nelson 

SAINTS WAX MUSEUM | TUESDAY 
Please join St. Joseph School and the 5th grade class to 
celebrate Mass on All Saints Day, Tuesday, November 1 at 
8:15 am. Following Mass, our 5th grade students will be 
hosting a “Saints Wax Museum” in the Parish Center 
(lower level of the church). Join us to see our 5th grade 
students dressed as their favorite Saint!  

NOVEMBER 

Silent Saint 
The recipient of St. Joseph’s  

November 1 Day of Prayer is: 
 

VICKI SORENSEN 
 

Thank you, Vicki 
for your kindness,  

generosity, & support!  
 

We are blessed to call you friend! 

SILENT SAINT | NOVEMBER 1 
Our faith community has been blessed with many silent 
saints. Each month we honor our saints with a special day  
of prayer. We keep these Silent Saints in our prayers for  
that day. Vicki Sorensen will be honored at Mass with the  
St. Joseph School on November 1 at 8:15 am.  



LOVE INC PARTNER CHURCHES 
St. Joseph Catholic Community 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Freshwater Church 
Oakwood Community Church 

Parkside Church 

Promise Church 
Trinity Church 

West Union Lutheran Church 

THANKSGIVING FOOD DELIVERY! 
Providing a frozen turkey with everything needed to make a Thanksgiving Dinner. 

TO DONATE FOOD, MONEY OR VOLUNTEER SCAN THE QR CODES:  

HOSTED BY: ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC COMMUNITY & LOVE INC PARTNER CHURCHES 

GET  
INVOLVED! 

www.loveinccc.org 
DONATIONS 

NEEDED 
VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 
MONETARY 
DONATIONS 

APPLY MONETARY 
DONATIONS to:  
“Western Carver County 
Turkey & Fixings” 

DONATE AT ST. JOSEPH! 
OCTOBER 10 - NOVEMBER 14 

Please place these food donations in the wagon! 

• Canned Green Beans 
• Canned Corn 
• Turkey Gravy Packets 
• Jellied Cranberries 
• Pinto Beans 

• White Rice 
• Tortilla Chips 
• Black Beans 
• Canned Green Chilis 
• Bag of Flour 



PROVIDING WINTER WEAR TO YOUTH IN NEED! 
Please donate gently used winter outerwear  

in Youth Toddler Size to Adult XL  

41 E First Street, Waconia MN 55387  |  www.stjosephwaconia.org 
Church: 952-442-2384  |  School: 952-442-4500 

QUESTIONS? Contact Julie Loscheider 
952-442-3703  |  jloscheider@stjosephwaconia.org  |  stjosephwaconia.org 

DROP OFF DONATIONS 
from NOV 1 - 28 

 
Look for drop off bins at these  

DONATION LOCATIONS: 
•Bayview Elementary 
•City Hall 
•Clearwater Middle School 
•ECFE #110 
•Laketown Elementary 
•Safari Island 
•Snap Fitness 

•Southpoint Financial  
Credit Union 

•Southview Elementary 
•St. Joseph Catholic  

Church & School 
•Waconia 1 Collision 
•Waconia High School 

•Boots 
•Hats 
•Gloves/Mittens 

•Snowpants 
•Coats 
•Scarves/Neck Warmers 



Introducing 
 

at St. Joseph Catholic Community! 
 

The Cana Experience is a formation program serving parents of young children in a 

particular diocese. The Cana Experience will allow you to engage young families 

bringing them to grow in their relationships with God, gain confidence in their role 

as Catholic spouses and parents, and build friendships with other families. 

YOUNG FAMILIES, YOU ARE INVITED TO “COME & SEE”! 
Come and enjoy coffee, juice and cookies while meeting other young families!  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13  
after the 8:30 & 10:30 am Mass  
in the St. Joseph School Commons. 

Learn about the Cana Experience which will be offered in our community  
starting with “The Temperament God Gave You” small group in January 2023  
by coming on November 13 & by scanning the QR Code! 



MONDAY, OCTOBER 31 

5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
5:30 pm:  Confession 
6:30 pm:  Mass 
 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 1     All Saints Day (Holy Day) 

8:15 am:  Mass with School  
9:00 am:  Saints Wax Museum (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  St. Joseph Grief Group (St. Peter Room) 
7:00 pm:  RCIA Session (School Media Center) 
7:00 pm:  Mass 
 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2     All Souls’ Day 

8:15 am:  Mass  
9:00 am:  Scripture Study Group (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 10:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  Family Formation (Church/Parish Center) 
7:00 pm:  Mass of Remembrance 
 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 3 

No Mass | Fr. Stan’s Day Off 
 

7:15 am:  Holy Hour with Benediction (Church) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:30 pm:  NAMI Support Group Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4     Rake-for-a-Reason Day 

Parish Office Closed  
 

8:15 am:  Mass 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

Food Shelf Collection  
 

4:00 pm:  Confession 
4:45 pm:  Parish Rosary (Church) 
5:15 pm:  Mass 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 

Food Shelf Collection | Daylight Savings 
 

8:00 am:  Parish Rosary (Church) 
8:30 am:  Mass  
10:30 am:  Mass  
 

This Week 

Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Week of October 30, 2022 

Mass Intentions 

  6:30 pm Robert Reinitz † 
 

  8:15 am Collective: 
 

Georgiana Johnson † 
 

Vicki Sorensen (Silent Saint) 
 

  7:00 pm Gertie Kelzer † 
 

  8:15 am Collective: 
 

Ron Dressel † 
 

Neil Kirsch † 

 

  7:00 pm Deceased Members  
of St. Joseph Parish 
 

   No Mass 
 

  8:15 am Don & Laverne Happ † 
 

  5:15 pm Collective: 
 

John Robling † 
 

Ilene Schneiderman † 
 

  8:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

  10:30 am Collective: 
 

Robert Reinitz † 
 

Don Rolf † 
 

Pray 

Please pray for the following:  
Joyce B, Peggy S, Dan S, Diane V, Adam H, Lori S, Judy R, 
Tom K, Rick S, Barbara S, Jake W, Carol S, Amara S,  
Tom L, Lindsay B, Theresa T, Theresa L, Dale S,  
Sandy M, Brian N, Sandy S, Sally W, Ken G, Alice W, 
Sarah R, Abby T, Tom K, Tom L, and Ryan P.  
 

And for St. Joseph loved ones in the Military:  
Airman Riley M, Sergeant Ryan H, Sergeant Allyna S, 
PFC Dalton W, Sergeant Robin L, Staff Sergeant  
Weston H, Staff Sergeant Sean W, Tech Sergeant Michael S, 
Major Leah M, First Lieutenant Samuel M, Chaplain 
(Lieutenant Colonel) Lawrence B, Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant 
Commander Philip L, and SPC Justin S.  
 

And for those in Law Enforcement:  
Logan H, Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, Dennis F, Fred R, 
Tyler S, Eric W, Adam H, and Cory W. 



THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: 

 
 

LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: The readings last Sunday contained 
a theme of humility before God. Which saint identified the three 
ways of obtaining the truth of God as "first humility, second 
humility, third humility"?  
 
ANSWER: Augustine. In his letter to Dioscorus, St. Augustine 
highlights that humility before God is required to prevent us from 
falling into pride.  

Just for Fun 

THANK YOU  
In order for us to be the Best Private School in Carver 
County for the 9th year in a row, it is a huge testament to 
your support and help. The teachers and staff who work 
tirelessly to provide the best education, and the parents 
and students who are making St. Joseph a home.  
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Right relationships
The task of politics is to foster justice and the common good. Despite our many differences, pursuing justice is a cornerstone political
value shared by almost all Americans. In Catholic social doctrine, working for justice requires establishing right relationships between
persons, where each is given his or her due. Justice requires that all parties embrace certain responsibilities toward each other. 
 Paraphrasing Pope St. Paul VI, if we want peace, we must work for justice. 

There are different types of justice. Commutative justice requires justice in commercial exchange. Distributive justice requires,
among other things, that each person and family have access to the material resources they need not just to survive, but also to
flourish. Economic justice means building an economic order on right relationships that foster both distributive and commutative
justice. Social justice requires creating those conditions for all social actors, including schools, faith communities, and the
government, to fulfill their social responsibilities. 

Criminal justice should be built on criminals taking responsibility for the injustice perpetrated on victims, and society working
through the penal system to rehabilitate and then restore offenders to the community. Other types of justice include racial justice,
environmental justice, and legal justice. 

When there is injustice in society, that is, when society fails to establish right relationships, the state can step in to help right what is
wrong and to repair, in some measure, what is broken. That is a task of prudence, which is why it is important to carefully choose our
elected leaders who, often at great sacrifice, take on the responsibility of making those decisions. They should be wise and virtuous.
And voters, informed by Catholic social doctrine, should consider how candidates will work for the various types of justice across a
spectrum of issues, including education, public safety, tax policy, migration, creation stewardship, and healthcare. 

This year, in a special way, we call on Catholics to consider how a candidate will work for prenatal justice as a pre-eminent
consideration in his or her voting calculus. Prenatal justice is not simply being anti-abortion, though that is the foundation of the pro-
life witness. Prenatal justice means establishing right relationships between the mother and the unborn child in her womb, between
society and the unborn child, and between society and the mother and father of the unborn child. As life begins in the womb, so
must justice. As we discuss below, there are responsibilities entailed by each set of relationships and good public policies that follow. 

Fostering prenatal justice
The recent Dobbs decision by the U.S. Supreme Court, declaring that there is no right to an abortion protected by the U.S.
Constitution, has returned the matter of abortion to the political process for deliberation.

Will states allow the continued killing of innocent human life? What are our responsibilities to the child and the mother? How do we
foster right relationships between them and the broader society for the common good? These are questions elected officials must
answer as they work to foster prenatal justice.

It would be a dereliction of duty for us as bishops to pretend as though the abortion question was not a focus of Minnesota’s election
discourse this year, especially as Dobbs has changed the abortion landscape in this nation. And as Pope Francis teaches, we cannot
stay silent when nearly a million unborn lives are being cast aside in our country year after year through abortion.[1] 

Right now in Minnesota, the situation is troubling: in spite of the fact that scientific inquiry has definitively determined that human
life begins at conception[2], a woman can procure an abortion for almost any reason at any stage of pregnancy up till birth. To put
this in perspective, in 2021 there were 222 abortions involving babies older than 20 weeks. Almost half of all abortions are paid for
with taxpayer funds. Our laws allow an 11-year-old girl to get an abortion without even one parent knowing. There is no requirement
in force that a licensed physician perform an abortion. And abortion proponents, including elected officials, are working proactively
to shut down pregnancy resource centers.

Fostering right relationships requires that we determine what we, as a society, owe the unborn child in the womb. At minimum, that
is the right an innocent human being has to life, as well as the protection of the law from being killed. It also requires welcoming the
child into the world. 

Part of that welcome is establishing right relationships between mother, father, and child. We must encourage marriage and family
stability, and clarify that abortion is not about bodily autonomy and freedom, but about the life of another human being for whom
the father and mother are responsible.[3] 

It follows that if we are intent on protecting innocent children from abortion, and ensuring that parents meet their obligations, then,
as a society, we must step in to ensure that mothers and fathers are supported when necessary due to economic hardship.[4] This
means, among other things, policies that fund: nutritional supports for expectant mothers; adequate healthcare coverage during and
after pregnancy for both mother and child; childcare assistance; housing supports; early learning assistance programs; and parenting
education. Enacting paid family and caregiver leave laws would help people retain work and care for their newborns. Reconsidering
whether our adoption policies are unreasonably burdened by excessive costs or barriers to participation is an imperative. We also
need to continue to support pregnancy resource centers through programs such as the Positive Alternatives grants that help them
walk with women in need during crisis pregnancies. 

Election Year Statement From

Catholics are called to be faithful citizens and to infuse public life with the values necessary to protect human dignity,
combat injustice, and promote the common good. Because of this duty, it is necessary that we, your pastors, reflect with you

on the state of our public life and the choices Minnesotans face as we go to the polls in a year in which all state legislative
and executive officers are up for election.

 

Election Year Statement 
from the Catholic Bishops of Minnesota



Even beyond the pregnancy and years of early childhood development, we have a social duty to remove barriers to marriage, having
children, and being able to raise them well. In short, we need to make family economic security the principal consideration in budget
and tax policy discussions. By raising the family to the top of our state’s policy priorities, we can help restore the family to its proper
position as the foundational building block of society and the place where children can flourish.[5] In doing so, Minnesota can become
the best place to bring children into the world.[6] And even if our state maintains a permissive abortion policy, putting families first will
hopefully weaken demand for abortions.

In sum, working for prenatal justice transcends the false binary of pitting mother against child. Our public policy can foster right
relationships and support the work of fulfilling our responsibilities to each other. It is in the fulfillment of our duties, even in difficult
situations, that we grow in virtue and character and realize the best chance of true happiness.

Faithful citizenship
We encourage Catholics and other advocates for human life to step proactively into the political debate both winsomely and
charitably, and to use creatively all peaceable levers of political power to prudently, and incrementally, transform our cities and our
state into places that respect the human rights of the unborn by welcoming them in life and protecting them by law.

Part of that work is voting. A representative democracy such as ours requires that the citizenry elect good people into office and
continue to inform their elected representatives of their views on important issues.

Unfortunately, many candidates are openly advocating for Minnesota to become an abortion sanctuary state with taxpayer-funded
abortion on demand, as well as pledging to deregulate the abortion industry by removing safeguards put in place to protect women
from medical malpractice or to protect teenage girls from ill-considered abortions. Far too many others, moreover, although
professing to be pro-life on paper, are going out of their way to avoid talking about Minnesota’s future as a potential abortion
sanctuary or what should be done to limit abortion, preferring to avoid the subject altogether. 

In this situation, it is incumbent on the Catholic laity to be especially proactive in speaking to candidates about prenatal justice and
supporting legislative and judicial efforts to limit abortion. The effect of proactive engagement with candidates, not just in this election
cycle but also during their term of office, will give courage and political will to those who support pro-life policies in principle, and
moderate the pro-abortion extremism of other candidates and elected officials. Catholics cannot expect just laws will be enacted
without their faithful citizenship and building relationships with legislators. That is what faithful citizenship is all about. 

Combating abortion is a pre-eminent concern in public life
As Archbishop José Gomez, president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, has noted, calling abortion a pre-eminent concern
does not mean it is the only concern.[7]  Ensuring that every human life is welcomed in life and respected by law does not end at birth.  
As discussed above, we believe that our Catholic faith leads us to promote an eco-system of public policy that promotes human
flourishing for mother and child from conception to natural death.
 

What we seek to emphasize here is that, just as the bishops of the United States have identified the ending of abortion as a pre-
eminent policy priority[8], so too should Catholic voters make protecting innocent human life and stopping abortion extremism a pre-
eminent consideration in our voting calculus.[9] 

[1] “[R]egarding abortion, the point when human life begins is not a religious belief but a scientific fact -- a fact on which there is clear agreement even among leading abortion advocates.
Second, the sanctity of human life is not merely Catholic doctrine but part of humanity's global ethical heritage, and our nation's founding principle.” (USCCB, “Living the Gospel of Life,” 23).
[2] Mark Pattison, “Pope Francis ‘has our backs’ on pro-life cause, says archbishop,” Catholic News Service, Jan. 24, 2020, available at https://catholicnews.com/pope-francis-has-our-backs-on-
pro-life-cause-says-archbishop/.
[3] We understand that sometimes pregnancy can be the result of sexual coercion and rape. These are difficult situations that require care and sensitivity. We do not condone abortion in
these instances, but we recognize that fostering justice may mean society has a special responsibility to care for the mother and child, including economic supports or facilitating adoption.
Our parishes will help women in these difficult situations.
[4] Though the overwhelming majority of abortions are procured because the mother does not wish to have a child, almost one in five are reportedly procured specifically due to economic
hardship. 
[5] See the Minnesota Catholic Conference “Families First Project” (familiesfirstproject.com). Policies such as a permanent state child tax credit are the cornerstone of this initiative. 
[6] It should be emphasized that working for policies that promote human flourishing does not absolve anyone from the responsibility of working for an end to the state-sanctioned killing of
innocent human life. “[B]eing 'right' in such matters can never excuse a wrong choice regarding direct attacks on innocent human life.  Indeed, the failure to protect and defend life in its most
vulnerable stages renders suspect any claims to the 'rightness' of positions in other matters affecting the poorest and least powerful of the human community.” 
(USCCB, “Living the Gospel of Life,” 22).
[7] “A political commitment to a single isolated aspect of the Church’s social doctrine does not exhaust one’s responsibility towards the common good.” 
(Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Pertaining to the Participation of Catholics in Political Life, 4, 2002).
[8] “Pope speaks to U.S. bishops about pro-life issues, transgender ideology,” Catholic News Service, Jan. 16, 2020, available at 
https://www.osvnews.com/2020/01/16/pope-speaks-to-u-s-bishops-about-pro-life-issues-transgender-ideology/. (Note Pope Francis’s agreement with 
U.S. bishops that abortion is a pre-eminent social and political concern).
[9] “[A] well-formed Christian conscience does not permit one to vote for a political program or an individual law which contradicts the fundamental 
contents of faith and morals.” (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Pertaining to the Participation of 
Catholics in Political Life, 4, 2002). 

M N C A T H O L I C . O R G / E L E C T I O N R E S O U R C E S

Archbishop Bernard Hebda
Archdiocese of

Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Bishop Joseph Williams
Archdiocese of

Saint Paul and Minneapolis

Bishop Andrew Cozzens
Diocese of
Crookston

Bishop Daniel Felton
Diocese of

Duluth

Bishop Donald Kettler
Diocese of

Saint Cloud

Bishop Chad Zielinski
Diocese of
New Ulm

Bishop Robert Barron
Diocese of

Winona-Rochester

https://catholicnews.com/pope-francis-has-our-backs-on-pro-life-cause-says-archbishop/
https://www.familiesfirstproject.com/
https://www.osvnews.com/2020/01/16/pope-speaks-to-u-s-bishops-about-pro-life-issues-transgender-ideology/
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