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Fr. Stan invited me to be a guest author  
of the bulletin article this week and  
it is perfect timing because Catholic 
Schools Week is right around the corner,  
January 29 – Feb 4. 

Whenever I am given the chance to share 
my thoughts about Catholic education, I 
feel compelled to write about why Catholic 

education is important. At this time, I am more convinced 
that Catholic education is not only important but essential 
for our students and families. Not only do we focus on 
excellence in academics, as all our local schools do, but we 
also focus on spiritual excellence. 

The Church’s vision of education has been articulated 
through a variety of magisterial documents over time.  
One such document The Holy See’s Teaching on Catholic 
Schools, by Archbishop J. Michael Miller, faithfully 
summarizes the last fifty years of Magisterial documents  
on Catholic schools. 

The following summaries illustrate the five marks that 
Archbishop Miller highlights, and are used with 
permission from ICLE: (c) Institute for Catholic Liberal 
Education 2023. 

1) Catholic Schools are inspired by a Supernatural 
Vision 
The enduring foundation on which the Church  
builds her educational philosophy is the conviction 
that it is a process that forms the whole child, 
especially with his or her eyes fixed on the vision  
of God. The specific purpose of a Catholic education 
is the formation of boys and girls who will be good 
citizens of this world, enriching society with the leaven 
of the Gospel, but who will also be citizens of the world  
to come. Catholic schools have a straightforward goal: 
to foster the growth of good Catholic human beings 
who love God and neighbor and thus fulfill their 
destiny of becoming saints. 

2) Catholic Schools are founded on a Christian 
Anthropology 
The Holy See’s documents insist that, to be worthy of 
its name, a Catholic school must be founded on Jesus 
Christ the Redeemer who, through his Incarnation, is 
united with each student. Christ is not an afterthought 

Bruce Richards 
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MASS TIMES 
Monday | 6:30 pm 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday | 8:15 am 
Saturday | 5:15 pm 

Sunday | 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
 

On the Second and Fourth Sunday of the month,  
Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 pm  

in the Chapel (lower level)  
 

RECONCILIATION 
Monday | 5:30 pm 
Saturday | 4:00 pm 

or by appointment 
 

ADORATION 
Monday | 5:00-9:00 pm 
Tuesday | 5:00-9:00 pm 

Wednesday | 5:00-10:00 pm 
Thursday | 5:00-9:00 pm 

 
HOLY HOUR with BENEDICTION 

Thursday | 7:15 am 

 
ROSARY 

Saturday - 4:45 pm 
Sunday - 8:00 am 

 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 
Monday - Thursday | 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

 
41 East First Street, Waconia, MN 55387 

952-442-2384 | stjosephwaconia.org 

stjosephwaconia.org


or an add-on to Catholic educational philosophy but 
the center and fulcrum of the entire enterprise, the 
light enlightening every pupil who comes into our 
schools (cf. Jn 1:9). 

3) Catholic Schools are animated by Communion  
and Community 
A third important teaching on Catholic schools that 
has emerged in the Holy See’s documents in recent 
years is its emphasis on the community aspect of the 
Catholic school, a dimension rooted both in the social 
nature of the human person and the reality of the 
Church as “the home and the school of communion.” 
That the Catholic school is an educational community 
“is one of the most enriching developments for the 
contemporary school.” 

4) Catholic Schools are imbued with a Catholic Worldview 
Catholicism should permeate not just the class period 
of catechism or religious education, or the school’s 
pastoral activities, but the entire curriculum and 
culture of the school. The Vatican documents speak of 
“an integral education, an education which responds 
to all the needs of the human person.” 
 

  a) Search for Wisdom and Truth 
  In an age of information overload, Catholic schools 
  must be especially attentive to the delicate balance 
  between human experience and understanding. In 
  the words of T.S. Eliot, we do not want our  
  students to say: “We had the experience but missed 
  the meaning.” The greatest challenge to Catholic  
  education in the United States today, and the  
  greatest contribution that authentic Catholic 
  education can make to American culture, is to  
  restore to that culture the conviction that human  
  beings can grasp he truth of things, and in grasping 
  that truth can know their duties to God, to  
  themselves and to their neighbors. 
 

  b) Faith, Culture, and Life 
  From the nature of the Catholic school also  
  stems one of the most significant elements  
  of its educational project: the synthesis of culture  
  and faith. The endeavor to interweave reason and 
  faith, which has become the heart of individual  
  subjects, makes for unity, articulation, and 
  coordination. It brings forth from within what is  

(Fr. Stan’s message continued…)      learned in school, a Christian vision of the world, 
  into all areas of their life. 

5) Sustained by Gospel Witness 
The careful hiring of men and women who 
enthusiastically endorse a Catholic ethos is the 
primary way to foster a school’s Catholicity. The 
reason for such concern about teachers is 
straightforward. Catholic education is strengthened 
by its “martyrs.” 

As we approach Catholic Schools Week, I invite all of 
you to help us continue to build St. Joseph School into a 
cornerstone of truth, faith, and excellence for our 
community. I also would like to encourage and invite all 
families to visit us and see how a Catholic education can 
become a reality for you. 

Peace everyone! 
 

SIMPLIFIED GIVING 
This Christmas, we want to invite you to join many 

others at St. Joseph Catholic Community  
in setting up recurring electronic contributions. 

Thanks to Simplified Giving, your weekly offertory will 
be automatically taken care of, which saves you time 
and saves our parish money by eliminating all those 

unused offertory envelopes. Scan the QR code  
for the electronic giving link or go to: 

stjosephwaconia.org/giving/ways-to-give/.  
 

Questions?  
Contact Chris Parker at 

cparker@stjosephwaconia.org or 952-442-3702.  

ELECTRONIC COLLECTION BASKET 
No envelopes? No cash? No worries! 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/giving/ways-to-give/
mailto:cparker@stjosephwaconia.org
tel:%20952-442-3702


      

NEWS & EVENTS 

SYMPATHY 
The Sympathy of the Parish is extended to the family  
and friends of Margaret Hentges, Enid Burkholder,  
Judy Kmieciak, and Margaret Wald. Eternal rest grant unto 
them, O Lord.  
 
BAPTISM CONGRATULATIONS 
Gabriel Felipe Lanzas; Child of Deyris & Sara  
 
CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES: PRODUCTION DELAY  
Our Envelope Company has been experiencing supply 
chain and staffing difficulties. As a result of this, 
contribution envelopes for January and February were 
mailed to only a portion of our parishioners. If you did not 
receive envelopes, no worries! Please just drop your check 
in the collection or mail it in as usual. If you know your 
envelope number, please note it on the check. If you don’t 
recall it, we will do it for you! All parishioners are 
guaranteed to receive envelopes for March & April. Thank 
you. (You will find generic envelopes in the pews if you prefer to 
use them) 
 
BREAKING BREAD | THIS SUNDAY 
Enjoy building community with your neighbors while 
deepening your relationship with God during an afternoon 
of fellowship, lunch, and prayer. All ages are welcome, no 
registration is required. Just come to the school Commons 
after the 10:30 am Mass (Noon). The first event is this 
Sunday, January 15! 
 
SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PAGEANT | THURSDAY 
 

Our elementary students at St. Joseph School 
are performing a Christmas play and our 
middle school students will perform a few 
band selections for this year’s Christmas 
Pageant! Plan to join us on January 19 at  
1:30 pm or 7:00 pm in the school gym. 
 
YOUTH GROUP & MASS | JAN 22 
The next Youth Group and the evening Mass at 7:30 pm 
will be on next Sunday, January 22. 
 
RESPECT LIFE BREAKFAST | JAN 22 
The KC’s are serving breakfast at Trinity Lutheran Church 
on Sunday, January 22 from 8:00 am - 12:30 pm! Proceeds 
will go to support local Enkrateia: House of Hope and 
other Pro-Life causes! The Respect Life Breakfast is an 
event co-sponsored by Waconia Knights of Columbus 
#2506 & Trinity Lutheran Church. Learn more online at 
stjosephwaconia.org/respect-life-breakfast/! 
 
 

DON’T MISS THE BUS! | JAN 22 
Plan to attend the annual MCCL March for Life at the State 
Capitol in St. Paul on Sunday, January 22. While there will 
be no busses leaving St. Joseph, you can get a ride from  
St. Hubert’s in Chanhassen to the event! Departure from  
St. Hubert will be at 11:00 am sharp in order 
to arrive by 12:00 pm for Mass at the St. Paul 
Cathedral. Sign-up is required to ride the bus. 
Please scan the QR Code or go to: 
stjosephwaconia.org/mccl-march-for-life/ and 
sign-up to ride the bus! 
 

PRAY FOR FIRST RECONCILIATION RECIPIENTS  
Please pray for our second graders preparing to receive  
the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time on 
Saturday, January 28. Please continue to pray for them as 
they also prepare to receive their first Holy Communion 
on April 21 & 22. 

Easton B 
Madelyn B 
Lexi B 
Connor B 
Flo C 
Patrick C 
Savannah C 
Henry D 
Gannon D 
Henry D 
Easton E 
Elaina F 
Keith G 
James G 

Annie H 
Ella I 
Jemma J 
Tyson J 
Gavin K 
Henry L 
Grace L 
Elizabeth M 
Cora M 
Tyler M 
Vivian M 
Caroline M 
Lucas N 
Emily N 

Isaiah P 
Hudson P 
Paisley R 
Christian R 
Kyle S 
Kyler S 
Olivia S 
Elizabeth V 
Savannah W 
Sawyer W 
Beckham W 
Olivia W 
Brantley W 

ANCIENT DAILY PRAYER 
 

Lord,  
inspire all we do  

and help us as we do it, 
so that everything  

we undertake  
begins from you and 

reaches its completion  
through you.  

Amen. 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/respect-life-breakfast/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/mccl-march-for-life/


 

 
JOIN A SMALL GROUP for MOTHERS TODAY!! 

The Cana Experience engages young families and allows 
them to grow in their relationships with God, gain 

confidence in their role as Catholic spouses and  
parents, and build friendships with other families.  

Join this small group for mothers today! 

      

NEWS & EVENTS 



 

      

NEWS & EVENTS  

 
 

LIMITED TICKETS AVAILABLE! 
The last day to purchase your tickets to this 
elegant evening that supports our school is 

Sunday, January 22. There are only 25 tickets  
still available for purchase so do not delay! 

stjosephwaconia.org/saints-gala 

OPEN HOUSE! 
You and your 

children are invited 
to join us during 
Catholic Schools 

Week to learn more 
about our C-STEM 
school! Talk with 
teachers about the 
curriculum, meet 

Principal Richards, 
tour our school, and 

have your child 
participate in a 

STEM activity in  
our state-of-the- 
art SmartLab! 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/saints-gala/


      

IN THE AREA 

BISHOP-ELECT FR. MICHAEL IZEN 
 

Pope Francis on January 5, 2023 named 
Father Michael John Izen, a priest of  
the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis, as an auxiliary bishop of the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis. Bishop-elect Izen is currently 
the pastor of the Churches of Saint 
Michael and Saint Mary in Stillwater,  

the parochial administrator of the Church of St. Charles 
in Bayport, and the canonical administrator of Saint Croix 
Catholic school. A native of Fairmont, Minnesota,  
Bishop-elect Izen, 55, earned an undergraduate degree in 
mathematics and computer science from St. John’s 
University in Collegeville, Minnesota, and upon 
graduation, went to work for 3M as a systems analyst. 
During his nine years at 3M, it became clearer that God 
was calling him to discern a possible vocation to the 
priesthood, so he enrolled at The Saint Paul Seminary in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, earning a Masters of Divinity.  
Bishop-elect Izen was ordained to the priesthood on May 
28, 2005, by Archbishop Harry J. Flynn. As an auxiliary 
bishop, Bishop-elect Izen will work alongside Archbishop 
Bernard A. Hebda of Saint Paul and Minneapolis and 
Auxiliary Bishop Joseph Williams, to lead the Church in 
the 12-county metro area.  

“I was surprised, humbled, and a little terrified when I 
received the call from the Apostolic Nuncio informing me 
that Pope Francis had appointed me as an auxiliary 
bishop,” Bishop-elect Izen said. “Archbishop Hebda has 
been very supportive and reassuring since I first received 
the news – very fatherly. I look forward to being an 
extension of him to our Archdiocese, and serving and 
being present to the people of God.”  

Archbishop Hebda said: “It is with deep gratitude to 
Pope Francis and Christmas joy that I welcome the 
wonderful news of the appointment of Bishop-elect 
Michael Izen as an auxiliary bishop of this Archdiocese. 
The priests and faithful of the Archdiocese should be 
honored that once again the Holy Father has chosen a 
priest of this local Church to serve as a successor of the 
apostles. I have come to know Bishop-elect Izen as a 
generous and capable pastor with a great love for Christ 
and for his sheep. I have particularly admired his ability to 
collaborate effectively with brother priests, Religious 
Sisters, and lay leadership in advancing the work of the 
Church. His impressive natural gifts all suggest that the 
Lord has long been preparing him to serve as a bishop. I 
am confident that the Archdiocese will benefit greatly 
from his leadership and experience and I personally look 
forward to working with him more closely as he begins this 
new ministry. Please join me in both congratulating 

Bishop-elect Izen and offering him our prayers as he 
prepares for his upcoming ordination.”  

His episcopal ordination is scheduled for April 11, 
2023, at the Cathedral of Saint Paul. The ordination will 
be live-streamed on the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and 
Minneapolis’ Facebook page. 

(Information quoted from January 5, 2023, 
Archdiocesan release. Read the full text online at 
www.archspm.org/ or scan the QR Code.) 

 
DEMONTREVILLE RETREAT | JAN 19-22 
Are you craving peace and solitude? Let God meet you at 
our beautiful retreat location in Lake Elmo, MN. Join us 
for a Men's Silent Retreat at the Demontreville Jesuit 
Retreat House January 19-22. The retreat begins Thursday 
evening and ends Sunday evening. Free-will donations are 
accepted. For more information, see our website 
www.demontrevilleretreat.com or call 651-777-1311. 
 
JOYFUL & ALIVE CONVERSATION 
How do you discover God’s invitation for 
your life? Are you curious about religious 
life? Single women ages 18-45 are 
welcome to bring their questions to a 
casual, online conversation with School 
Sisters of Notre Dame on Thursday, 
January 19 at 7:00 pm. Learn more and 
register at ssnd.org/events/1-19-23. 
 
HELP FOR STRUGGLING COUPLES | FEB 3-5 
February 3-5, Best Western Hotel, Eagan  
Thinking about Separation or Divorce? Hurting? Angry? 
Feel helpless? Retrouvaille is a lifeline for troubled 
marriages. Since 1977, over 40,000 marriages saved 
worldwide. Couples learn the tools to rediscover each 
other and heal their marriage. 100% confidential. For 
more information, visit helpourmarriage.org. 
 
COR JESU | FEB 3 
You are invited on Friday, February 3, at 8:00 pm, to come 
to experience Cor Jesu in Saint Mary’s Chapel at The 
Saint Paul Seminary in Saint Paul. There will be 
Eucharistic adoration, confession, prayer ministry, praise 
& worship music, and fellowship with young adults, 
college-age and older. Parking is waived on South Campus 
surface lots at the University of St. Thomas. For more 
information, call the Office of Vocations at 651-962-6890 
or see 1000vocations.rg/cor-jesu.html 

Fr. Michael Izen 

https://www.archspm.org/pope-francis-names-rev-joseph-williams-auxiliary-bishop-of-saint-paul-and-minneapolis/
http://www.demontrevilleretreat.com
tel:%20651-777-1311
helpourmarriage.org
Tel:%20651-962-6890
1000vocations.rg/cor-jesu.html


MONDAY, JANUARY 16 

5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
5:30 pm:  Confession (Church) 
6:30 pm:  Mass 
7:15 pm:  Finance Council Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 

8:15 am:  Mass 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Loft)  
7:00 pm:  RCIA: Meeting (School Media Center) 
7:00 pm:  KC General Meeting (Parish Center) 
 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 

8:15 am:  Mass (Grade 5 Ministering) 
9:00 am:  Scripture Study Group (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 10:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  Family Formation (Church/Parish Center) 
7:00 pm:  Confirmation (CommonsGym) 
 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 

No Mass  
 

8:30 am:  The Temperament God Gave You  
                (Cana Family: Parish Center) 
1:30 pm:  School Christmas Pageant (Gym) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:30 pm:  NAMI Support Group Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
7:00 pm:  School Christmas Pageant (Gym) 
7:30 am:  The Temperament God Gave You  
                (Cana Family: Parish Center) 
 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 

Parish Office Closed  
 

8:15 am:  Mass 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21 

4:00 pm:  Confession  
4:45 pm:  Parish Rosary 
5: 30 pm:  Mass  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22 

8:00 am-12:30 pm:  Respect Life Breakfast (Trinity Lutheran) 
8:00 am:  Parish Rosary 
8:30 am:  Mass  
9:30 am:  Praise Ensemble Rehearsal (Chapel) 
10:30 am:  Mass  
6:00 pm:  Breaking Bread Youth Group (Parish Center) 
7:30 pm:  Mass (Chapel) 
 

This Week Mass Intentions 

  6:30 pm Mary Tellers † 
 

  8:15 am Leon Kelzer † 
 

  8:15 am Gladys Whittaker † 
 

   No Mass 

  8:15 am Harold Meyer † 
 

  5:15 pm Collective: 
 

Beverly Miller † 
 

Kathy, Brian & Eric Johnson †, 
Deceased Members of the 
Walter & Veronica  
Johnson Family 
 

*Ted & Marie Welz †,  
Floyd & Millie Werner † 

  8:30 am Ken Hoof † 
 

  10:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

  7:30 pm Don Sturdy †,  
and Bob Sturdy † 

Pray 

Please pray for the following: Marilynn P, Marylin B, 
Joyce B, Peggy S, Diane V, Lori S, Judy R, Rick S, Barbara S, 
Jake W, Amara S, Lindsay B, Theresa T, Theresa L, Dale S, 
Sandy M, Brian N, Sally W, Alice W, Sarah R, and Ryan P.  
And for St. Joseph loved ones in the Military: Airman 
Riley M, Sergeant Ryan H, Sergeant Allyna S, PFC  
Dalton W, Sergeant Robin L, Staff Sergeant Weston H, 
Staff Sergeant Sean W, Tech Sergeant Michael S, Major 
Leah M, First Lieutenant Samuel M, Chaplain (Lieutenant 
Colonel) Lawrence B, Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant 
Commander Philip L, and SPC Justin S.  And for those 
in Law Enforcement: Logan H, Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, 
Dennis F, Fred R, Tyler S, Eric W, Adam H, and Cory W.  
And for those Discerning a Religious Vocation: Seminarian: 
Mónico Fernando Heredia Esquivel  Deacon Candidates: 
Bruce R, Patrick K, Chris R, and Greg S  And for those in 
RCIA: Brayden L, Dean E, Taylor M, James D, Elliot S, 
Paul C, and Verne B 

JANUARY 31 
St. Joseph School  
Open House 
5:30 - 7:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

JAN 30 - FEB 3 
Catholic Schools Week 
 

FEBRUARY 3 
Generation Day 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 4 
Saints Gala 
 

FEBRUARY 5 
Breaking Bread: 
Faith & Fellowship 
 

FEBRUARY 10 
Raising Saints Event: 
Family Valentine Dance 
 

FEBRUARY 13 
Knights of Columbus:  
Blood Drive (Parish Center) 

Looking Ahead 



THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: 

 
LAST WEEK’S QUESTION: 
The Octave of Christmas ended January 1, with the 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. Which pope assigned 
this as the date for the solemnity for the universal Church? 
 
 

ANSWER: Paul VI. He universalized this solemnity in his 1974 
encyclical, Marialis Cultus. However, some places have held this 
celebration on this date as far back as the 6th century.  
 

Join in the fun & answer more questions online!
stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/ 

Just for Fun 

Podcast 

SUNDAY SERMONS 
with Bishop Robert Barron 

 
Listen weekly as Bishop Barron expounds the wisdom  

and power of the Scripture in his Sunday Sermons.  
 

Learn more on Word on Fire  
by scanning the QR Code or go to  

www.wordonfire.org/videos/sermons/! 

 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST  
 

GRADE K-2 WINNER:  Ryleigh S 
Second Place:  Clara L  

GRADE 3-5 WINNER:  Palmer C 
Second Place:  Lola B 

GRADE 6-8 WINNER:  Alexandra T  
Second Place:  Ashlynn I 

The Knights “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest 
was held in December, encouraging children and their 
families to see the light of Christ and be in the spirit of 
giving. By engaging the talents of our youth, we hope 
they will come to a deeper understanding of the true 
meaning of Christmas and that their artwork will bring 
others to remember Christ in Christmas. Thanks to all 
who participated for your creativity and to the winners 
for giving us all inspiration! 

KC Corner 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/trivia/
https://www.wordonfire.org/videos/sermons/
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