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Ash Wednesday | Feb 22  
Word & Communion Service at 6:30 am  
Mass at 8:15 am, 12:00 pm, & 7:00 pm 

Sixth Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

February 12, 2023 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped organize, 
p r om ote ,  a t t end , 
contribute, or otherwise 
support the Saints Gala 
this past weekend. 
Everyone had a great 
time with each other, 

raising funds, dancing, eating, and 
hearing supportive testimonies. As you 
know from the Annual Financial 
Report, the entire budget for 
everything connected to the school is 
about $1,700,000. Tuition itself takes 
care of only about $680,000 of that. 
There are additional fees for 
registration and technology, and many 
in-and-out accounts, like field trips, 
athletics, and lunch orders, that are 
part of the total cost but are essentially 
paid by the user. We get rent from the 
preschool, collect revenue from the 

after-school Saints program, and the 
sale of Kwik Trip cards, value books, 
and other things contribute. The 
parish subsidizes in the range of 
$300,000. However, the rest needs to 
be raised by grant writing (which Mr. 
Richards is very good at), contributions 
from donor-advised funds to our 
school’s annual fund, the Catholic 
Service Appeal Foundation, Aim 
Higher, CSCOE, and other sources. 
We have three major fundraisers: the 
service marathon called “Rake for a 
Reason”, the Saints Gala, and the 
Golf Tournament, as well as the 
annual fund drive, which needs to 
make up the difference. That is a tall 
order, as these grants, donations, and 
fundraisers need to raise well over 
$400,000. Our school finance 
committee, and our parish Finance 
Council, are working to see that goals 

are manageable while the parish 
subsidy is within reasonable limits. 
You can see why we are grateful for 
the generous response at the Saints 
Gala. Early indications are we netted 
around $110,000. 

At the 10:30 am Mass this 
weekend, we plan to have the Rite of 
Enrollment for those preparing to join 
the Catholic Church. This is a simple 
ceremony where the candidates ask 
the parish to support them in a 
particular way, sign a book, and have 
their senses signed during a lovely 
prayer. It is the responsibility of the 
whole parish to support these 
candidates with prayer and to  
welcome them, not just the few 
members of a team that prepares 
throughout the year. On the first 

Fr. Stan Mader 

Fr. Stan’s article continued on page 2… 

Youth Group: Laser Tag | Feb 26 
at 6:00 pm in the School Gym  
All middle school and high school  
students are invited to come! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Learn more details online at stjosephwaconia.org! 

FEATURE 
Wednesday, February 1 was a busy 

night in Faith Formation! Preschool  
classes got a “behind the scenes” tour  
of the church from Fr. Stan. Then,  
Sister Theresa Rose and Postulant Emily 
from the Handmaids of the Heart of  
Jesus in Hopkins came to visit Family 
Formation classes and spoke to the 
confirmation students!  

(Feature article continued on page 4…) 

Young Adult: Trivia Night! | Feb 24 
Schedule of fun starts at 4:30 pm. 
Go on online for full details! 

Parish Spring Retreat Weekends 
Men’s Retreat: March 18-19 
Women’s Retreat: March 25-26 
Sign up online today! 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/


MASS TIMES 
Mon: 6:30 pm | Tues, Wed, Fri: 8:15 am 

Sat: 5:15 pm | Sun: 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
On the Second and Fourth Sunday of the 

month, Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 pm  
in the Chapel (lower level)  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Mon: 5:30 pm | Sat: 4:00 pm 
or by appointment 

 
ADORATION 

Mon-Tues & Thur:5:00-9:00 pm  
Wed: 5:00-10:00 pm 

 

HOLY HOUR with BENEDICTION 
Thur:7:15 am 

Sunday of Lent (February 26 this year), 
they will go to the Basilica and meet one 
of the bishops. Those to be baptized are 
“elected” for baptism, so that ceremony 
is called the Rite of Election. On the 
third, fourth, and fifth Sunday of Lent, 
they engage in the scrutinies, where they 
reflect particularly on their preparation 
and readiness for the Sacraments of 
Initiation. Whatever is lacking in that 
will be supplied at the Easter Vigil on 
April 8. Please pray for and support 
these candidates. (Their names are included 
in the prayer box on page 3.) 

As a side note, the term RCIA has 
been changed to OCIA, changing the 
translation from the Latin documents 
of Ordo from Rite to Order. It is also 
supposed to carry with it a new 
approach which, frankly, may be 
difficult to implement on a parish level. 
The new approach would be away from 
a sense of a class that begins in the fall 
and culminates with receiving all the 
Sacraments at the Easter Vigil with one 
where people can be admitted at other 
times of the year, whenever they are 
sufficiently prepared and have progressed 
in their relationship with Jesus as well as 
the understanding of the teaching of the 
Catholic Church. In some cases, it 
would be delayed if someone was not or 
did not feel ready. I will need to learn 
more about this approach to what we 
will now call OCIA before we fully 
implement it here.  

Ash Wednesday is just 10 days from 
this Sunday. We are planning various 
activities for families and individuals. 

There will be some opportunities for 
small group experiences as well as a 
potential outreach ministry we have 
begun to investigate. More on this next 
week. 

We would normally have a second 
collection this second weekend of the 
month, but as the Catholic Service 
Appeal Foundation collection is 
promoted this month, we will use that 
for the second collection. Before the 
month is out, we will show a short (3-
minute) video that tells a bit about the 
appeal and those who are assisted 
through it. The weekend of February 25-
26 will have our commitment weekend, 
although many will have already 
donated by that time. This appeal helps 
many different Catholic ministries, 
including several that have no ability to 
raise money on their own, such as 
hospital chaplaincy, deaf ministry, 
prison ministry, and some others. 

I recently learned that starting in 
Lent the words for the prayer of 
absolution will be changing slightly. The 
essential element, which begins with “I 
absolve you from your sins” will remain 
unchanged, but the few sentences before 
that are being modified. You might hear 
me stumbling over the new words after 
giving it the old way some 20,000 – 
30,000 times over the years. 

Happy Valentine’s Day this week. 
May you spend at least part of it with 
someone you love. 

(Fr. Stan’s message continued…)    

NO YOUTH GROUP | FEB 12 
There will be no Youth Group or evening 
Mass on this Sunday (February 12).  
 
BLESSED CANDLES in the NARTHEX 
Blessed candles for your home are 
available in the Narthex for a free-will 
donation. 
 
BLESSED PALMS to be COLLECTED 
You may bring your blessed palms to 
church now through February 21. Please 
place them in the basket in the Narthex 
set out for this purpose.  
 

VIRTUS 
During the pandemic, VIRTUS 
upgraded its system! All the trainings are 
now online and reminders are sent to 
the email that is listed under the contact 
information in your account. Please take 
a moment this month to log into your 
account and check to make sure you are 
up to date. Online training, a 
background check, and a code of 
conduct must be completed every three 
years. Contact Sarah Richards if you are 
a new volunteer and would like to learn 
more about this Archdiocesan initiative 
for cultivating an environment of 
awareness for the protection of our 
children and vulnerable adults, by email 
at srichards@stjosephwaconia.org. 

NEWS & EVENTS 

mailto:srichards@stjosephwaconia.org


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 
 

8:00 am: Rosary with the School (Church) 
9:30 am - 4:00 pm:  Blood Drive (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
5:30 pm:  Confession (Church) 
6:30 pm:  Mass  
6:30 pm:  School Board Meeting (School Media Center) 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 
 

8:15 am:  Mass 
9:00 am:  Quilting Ladies (Rectory Basement) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
7:00 pm:  RCIA: Meeting (School Media Center) 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 

8:15 am:  Mass with School (Grade 1 Ministering) 
9:00 am:  Scripture Study Group (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 10:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  Family Formation (Church/Parish Center) 
7:00 pm:  Confirmation 10th Grade Only (Church) 

 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16 

No Mass | Fr. Stan’s Day Off 
 

7:15  am:  Holy Hour with Benediction (Church) 
8:30 am:  Cana Meeting on Temperaments (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:30 pm:  NAMI Support Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
7:30 pm:  Cana Meeting on Temperaments (Parish Center) 

 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17 

Parish Office Closed  
 

8:15 am:  Mass 
11:00 am:  Funeral (Steven Smock) 
 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
 

4:00 pm:  Confession  
4:45 pm:  Parish Rosary 
5:30 pm:  Mass  
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
 

8:00 am:  Parish Rosary 
8:30 am:  Mass  
9:30 am:  Praise Ensemble Rehearsal (Chapel) 
10:30 am:  Mass  
12:00 pm:  Baptism (2) 
 

THIS WEEK MASS INTENTIONS 
    6:30 pm Will Yetzer † 

    8:15 am Corky Gothmann † 

    8:15 am Kathleen Mary Spaeth † 

   No Mass 

    8:15 am Donna Schmieg † 

    5:15 pm Collective: 
 

Mary Tellers † 
 

Neil Kirsch † 
 

    8:30 am St. Joseph Parishioners 
 

  10:30 am Collective: 
 

Deceased Members of the 
Knights of Columbus  
Council 2506 
 

Ron Dressel † 

PRAY 
Please pray for the following: Sandy R, Marilynn P, Marylin B, 
Joyce B, Peggy S, Diane V, Lori S, Judy R, Rick S, Barbara S, 
Jake W, Amara S, Lindsay B, Theresa T, Theresa L, Dale S, 
Sandy M, Brian N, Sally W, Alice W, Sarah R, and Ryan P.  
And for St. Joseph loved ones in the Military: Airman Riley 
M, Sergeant Ryan H, Sergeant Allyna S, PFC Dalton W, 
Sergeant Robin L, Staff Sergeant Weston H, Staff Sergeant 
Sean W, Tech Sergeant Michael S, Major Leah M, First 
Lieutenant Samuel M, Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Lawrence B, 
Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant Commander Philip L, and SPC 
Justin S.  And for those in Law Enforcement: Logan H, 
Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, Dennis F, Fred R, Tyler S, Eric W, 
Adam H, and Cory W.  And for those Discerning a Religious 
Vocation: Seminarian: Mónico H  Deacon Candidates: Bruce R, 
Patrick K, Chris R, and Greg S  And for those in RCIA: 
Brayden L, Dean E, Taylor M, James D, Elliot S, Paul C, 
and Verne B 

LOOKING AHEAD 
FEBRUARY 22 
Ash Wednesday 
Mass at 8:15 am, 12:00 pm 
& 7:00 pm | Word & 
Communion Service with 
Ashes | 6:30 am  
 

FEBRUARY 23 
Women of St. Joseph:  
Walking with a Purpose: 
Lenten Study  
 

FEBRUARY 24 
Young Adult:  
Trivia Night 

FEBRUARY 26 
Youth Group: 
Laser Tag Night 
 

MARCH 6-10 
Spring Break 
 

MARCH 17 
St. Joseph Festival 
 

MARCH 18-19 
Men’s Parish Retreat 
 

MARCH 19 
Breaking Bread: 
Faith & Fellowship 



“Listening to the Holy Spirit” was 
the theme of the talk the Handmaids 
gave to the confirmation students in 
the Church that night.  

They began by explaining that 
the Holy Spirit is God’s presence 
here on Earth, who gives us 
supernatural grace and is always 
talking to us. They further 
explained how God gave us the 
Holy Spirit, the third person of the 
Trinity, so God can always be 
present to us. 

The next part of the talk was 
two practical ways to learn to listen 
to the Holy Spirit in our lives. The 
first is silence in prayer. The 
students were challenged to not 
pull out their smartphones the next 
time they had an impulse to do so, 
but to rather look around and 
experience what the Lord has for 
them in that moment, and to listen 
to what the Holy Spirit is saying. 

The second way to learn to 
listen to the holy spirit is to pray 
the Examine. The students were 
once again challenged to put 
themselves in the presence of God 
for ten minutes and look through 
their day for ways they are grateful. 
To push aside the anxieties and 
stress from life, and to focus on the 
ways God is working and how the 
Holy Spirit is loving them in their 
lives, even down to the smallest 
things, like having their favorite 
snack after lunch. Then, ask the 
Lord to enter into the troubling 
moments from their day, to ask him 
what he has for them in that 
moment. They explained that 
making these ten minutes in prayer 
a regular habit allows us to learn to 
hear the voice of the Holy Spirit. 

The Handmaids taught that the 
Holy Spirit is always leading us  
to joy and happiness. A huge  
thank you to Sister Theresa Rose 
and Postulant Emily for coming  
to speak to our Faith Formation 
students!  

(Feature article continued from page 1…)    

FEATURE PRAY with POPE FRANCIS 
Papal prayer intention for February: 
 

FOR PARISHES: We pray that parishes, 
placing communion at the center, may 
increasingly become communities of faith, 
fraternity and welcome towards those 
most in need.  

WHY DO WE REMAIN STANDING  
AFTER THE GOSPEL IS READ? 

 

Standing for the proclamation of the 
Gospel is a sign of respect. It has been a 
common prayer posture since the early 
Christians. Here at St. Joseph, we remain 
standing until after the Gospel book, in 
which are found the words of Christ 
himself, is enthroned. Simply put, Jesus 
should be the first to sit down. Once He is 
sitting or enthroned, then we can sit.  

WHY DO WE KNEEL FOLLOWING MASS? 
 

Please join us in our custom of kneeling 
down after Mass to pray an Our Father, 
a Hail Mary, and a Glory Be to the 
Father. For many years at St. Joseph, the 
Parishioners pause and kneel after Mass 
to say a prayer for the next person in 
our parish family to be born and the 
next to pass away and for vocations to 
consecrated life. 
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