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Seventh Sunday  
in Ordinary Time 

February 19, 2023 

This Wednesday is Ash 
W e d n e s d a y ,  t h e 
beginning of Lent. As 
you have heard many 
times, this is a time to 
prepare for Easter 
through prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving. There 

are really two themes, repentance and 
baptism. We are on a baptismal 
retreat, preparing to renew our vows 
of baptism at Easter, just as those 
unbaptized people who will be 
received into the Church at the Easter 
Vigil are preparing to make their 
baptismal vows. 

Ash Wednesday is one of the most 
attended Masses of the year, following 
just Christmas and Easter and 
sometimes following rather closely. 
There seems to be a desire to receive 

ashes, to be marked in some way that 
indicates one belongs to something 
greater than themselves. Prayer, 
fasting, and almsgiving interrelate to 
help lead us closer to God by 
connec t ing  w i th  God  more 
intentionally and going beyond 
ourselves to reach out to others. In 
that way, we are more like God. The 
purpose of fasting is not to simply 
prove you can do it or to lose weight. 
It can often connect us with the life 
others lead all the time – a bit hungry, 
having fewer options, having to focus 
more. We fast from something and 
take the time and money we had used 
for that commodity or activity and 
direct it elsewhere: into more and 
deeper prayer, or identifying and 
helping people that chronically have 
less and giving some of that time and 
money to them. 

There are two things I would like 
you to do in the next few days. First, 
determine what you will do in the line 
of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. I 
want you to write them on a slip of 
paper, and drop it into a basket when 
you come forward to receive the ashes. 
We will place them before the altar as 
a reminder of our commitments. 
Secondly, as a parish, we will be 
involved with an effort by Cross 
Catholic Outreach to have wells dug 
in parts of Africa where obtaining 
water is a difficult, time-consuming 
task. It often takes more than six 
hours in a day to retrieve water, and 
that means the children doing that, 
usually girls, cannot go to school. I 
want us to be more aware of the 
abundance and convenience of water 
where we are, to be grateful for it, and 

Fr. Stan Mader 

Fr. Stan’s article continued on page 2… 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

SEASONAL MISSALS  
Seasonal Missals are available by the 
side, ramp door, and in the Narthex. 
Please take one! 
 

NEW SERVICE OPPORTUNITY 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church is 
forming a “Greeter Ministry” team. 
This new team will be the 
welcoming face when individuals 
and families arrive at the front door 
of our beautiful church. We want 
all members and non-members to 
immediately feel like this is their 
home. The greeter team will consist 
of volunteer adults, families, and 
students. If you want to be part of 
this new team, or if you are aware  
of someone with an outgoing, 
friendly personality who you believe 
would be an excellent greeter, please 

forward your recommendation to 
Tim Litfin at 612-910-6200, or 
tim.litfin@minnetonkaschools.org. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY | FEB 22 
Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday! 
All are invited to Mass at 8:15 am, 
12:00 pm & 7:00 pm. If these times 
do not work for you, consider 
attending the Word & Communion 
Service with Ashes at 6:30 am.  
 

LENT BOOK STUDY | FEB 23 
Women of St. Joseph is inviting all 
women (18+) to participate in a 
“Walking with a Purpose” study 
called “Fearless & Free” by Lisa 
Brenninkmeyer. No book purchase is 
necessary for this study, and neither is 
a signup! Just come on Thursday, 
February 23 at 10:30 am in the Parish 
Center with Lunch to follow. To 
learn more pick up a flyer in the 
Narthex or go to stjosephwaconia.org.  

NEWS & EVENTS 

(News & Events continued on page 2…) 

Look for flyers in the Narthex or  
go online at stjosephwaconia.org! 

Ash Wednesday | Feb 22  
Word & Communion Service at 6:30 am  
Mass at 8:15 am, 12:00 pm, & 7:00 pm 

Parish Spring Retreat Weekends 
Men’s Retreat: March 18-19 
Women’s Retreat: March 25-26 
Sign up online today! 

tel:%20612-910-6200
mailto:tim.litfin@minnetonkaschools.org
https://stjosephwaconia.org/wsj-lenten-study/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/


MASS TIMES 
Mon: 6:30 pm | Tues, Wed, Fri: 8:15 am 

Sat: 5:15 pm | Sun: 8:30 am & 10:30 am 
On the Second and Fourth Sunday of the 

month, Mass will be celebrated at 7:30 pm  
in the Chapel (lower level)  

 
RECONCILIATION 

Mon: 5:30 pm | Sat: 4:00 pm 
or by appointment 

 
ADORATION 

Mon-Tues & Thur:5:00-9:00 pm  
Wed: 5:00-10:00 pm 

 

HOLY HOUR with BENEDICTION 
Thur:7:15 am 

to wish that gift upon others. Cross 
Catholic Outreach will supply us with 
materials with activities listed in them to 
facilitate discussion about one of the 
readings each week, activities for young 
children, and information to help you 
understand how water pumps work. We 
need a little over $8,100 to provide a 
well for a community of about 300 
people. We can change their lives. We 
have about 1,250 households in our 
parish. I bet there is over $8,100 lying 
around in dresser drawers in those 
homes. I would like a widespread 
awareness of water and wells among us. 
On the third week of Lent, the gospel 
reading is about the woman at the well. 
(John 4:5-42). Think of how you waste 
water, and how you can conserve it. 
That could be a difficult penance or 
fasting, to cut down on casual use of 
water, but one that would make us very 
aware that this is a different time of year. 
Fasting should lead to almsgiving, which 
needs prayer for the recipient and 
prayers of repentance for what we have 
just glossed over. Go deep this Lent. “If 
you only do what you’ve always done, 
you will never get more than what 
you’ve always gotten.” Encounter God 
this Lent. Don’t waste it. Do more than 
the minimum for fasting. See the 
obligations below, then do more. 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are 
obligatory days of fasting and abstinence 
from meat for Catholics. In addition, all 
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days 
of abstinence. The norms of fasting are 
obligatory from age 18 until age 59. 
When fasting, a person is permitted to 
eat one full meal, as well as two smaller 
meals that together are not equal to a 
full meal. The norms concerning 
abstinence from meat are binding upon 

members of the Catholic Church from 
age 14 onwards. 

There will be a Word and 
Communion Service with a distribution 
of ashes at 6:30 am for those who need 
to head off to work. There will also be 
Masses at 8:15 am, noon, and 7:00 pm, 
all in the Church. We are beginning a 
monthly Mass at New Perspectives, 
which will start that day as well. Those 
Masses will be on the 4th Wednesday of 
the month at 1:30 pm. 

The Stations of the Cross will begin 
this Friday, February 24 at 7:00 pm. The 
KC Fish Fries will also begin at 4:00 pm 
on that same Friday. 

We have been invited to host the 
Rural Life Mass this summer. Every year 
this privilege rotates to a different part 
of the Archdiocese, among parishes with 
a rural flavor. One of the bishops comes 
to celebrate Mass at a farm. There is a 
dinner available, and some activities as 
well. I am very grateful to Tim and Amy 
Leonard, who have agreed to let us host 
this at their farm on Sunday, June 25. 
The Mass will be at 2:00 pm. Consider 
helping with some aspects of the day, 
especially planning the meal and 
planning activities for the afternoon. We 
will need other help on the day of the 
event, such as directing traffic, perhaps 
providing a shuttle, etc. There might be 
other opportunities in the days just 
before the event to prepare the grounds. 
if you are interested in helping with this 
event in any capacity, contact Cheryl 
Salz by calling 952-442-3712 or by 
emailing at csalz@stjosephwaconia.org. 

 

(Fr. Stan’s message continued…)    

YA TRIVIA NIGHT | FEB 24 
St. Joseph Young Adult Group is 
hosting Trivia at Waconia Brewing 
Company. All young adults 21+ are 
invited to attend, and there is no 
signup, just come! Start your evening on 
Friday at the KC Fish Fry in the  
St. Joseph School Commons at 5:30 pm 
and then go to Waconia Brewing 
Company for 6:30 pm Social Hour 
followed by Trivia at 7:30 pm. Learn 

more by picking up a flyer in the 
Narthex or go to stjosephwaconia.org! 
 

LASER TAG & MASS | FEB 26 
Youth Group will meet next Sunday, 
February 26 at 6:00 pm in the School 
Gym for Laser Tag! Mass at 7:30 pm will 
follow. 
 

PARISH RETREAT WEEKENDS 
Those who have experienced a Christ 
Renews His Parish or Welcome Retreat  
before and those who have not, are 
encouraged to register for our spring 
retreats in March! Learn more and 
register online at stjosephwaconia.org! 

NEWS & EVENTS 
(News & Events continued from page 1…) 

tel:%20952-442-3712
mailto:csalz@stjosephwaconia.org
https://stjosephwaconia.org/young-adult-trivia-night/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/retreat-registration/


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20 

5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
5:30 pm:  Confession (Church) 
6:30 pm:  Mass  
7:15 pm:  Finance Council Meeting (Holy Family Conf Rm) 
 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21 

8:15 am:  Mass 
9:00 am:  Quilting Ladies (Rectory Basement) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
6:00 pm:  St. Joseph Grief Group (St. Peter Room) 
6:00 pm:  Bell Choir Rehearsal (Choir Loft) 
7:00 pm:  RCIA: Meeting (School Media Center) 
7:00 pm:  KC General Meeting (Parish Center) 
 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22     Ash Wednesday 

6:30 am:  Word & Communion Service with Ashes 
8:15 am:  Mass with School (Grade 8 Ministering) 
9:00 am:  Scripture Study Group (Parish Center) 
12:00 pm:  Mass  
5:00 - 10:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 
7:00 pm:  Mass 
 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23 

No Mass | Fr. Stan’s Day Off 
 

7:15  am:  Holy Hour with Benediction (Church) 
9:00 am:  Pray.Vent.Laugh (Parish Center) 
10:30 am:  Women of St. Joseph Study (Parish Center) 
5:00 - 9:00 pm:  Adoration (Chapel) 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24 

Parish Office Closed  
 

8:15 am:  Mass 
4:00-7:30 pm:  KC Fish Fry (School Commons) 
6:30 pm:  Young Adults: Trivia Night (Waconia Brewing Company) 
7:00 pm:  Stations of the Cross (Church) 
 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 

Catholic Services Appeal Weekend 
 

4:00 pm:  Confession  
4:45 pm:  Parish Rosary 
5:30 pm:  Mass  
6:00-9:00 pm: Confirmation Retreat (Church/Parish Center) 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26     First Sunday of Lent 

Catholic Services Appeal Weekend 
 

8:00 am-4:30 pm: Confirmation Retreat (Church/Parish Center) 
8:00 am:  Parish Rosary 
8:30 am:  Mass  
9:30 am:  Praise Ensemble Rehearsal (Chapel) 
9:30 am:  Pro-Life Committee Meeting (Parish Center) 
10:30 am:  Mass  
1:30 pm:  RCIA: Rite of Acceptance (Basilica of St. Mary) 
6:00 pm:  Youth Group: Laser Tag (School Gym) 
7:30 pm:  Mass (Chapel) 
 

THIS WEEK MASS INTENTIONS 
    6:30 pm Kathy, Brian & Eric Johnson †, 

and Living & Deceased 
Members of the Walter & 
Veronica Johnson Family 

    8:15 am Jan Revering † 

    8:15 am Philip Rainer † 

  12:00 pm Diego Tabisula 

    6:30 pm Patricia Thurk † 

   No Mass 

    8:15 am Steve Olson † 

    5:15 pm St. Joseph Parishioners 

    8:30 am Living & Deceased Members  
of the Simon Boll Family 

  10:30 am Collective: 
 

Mary Fischer † 
 

John U’Ren † 

    7:30 pm Regina Rausch † 

PRAY 
Please pray for the following: Sandy R, Marilynn P, Marylin B, 
Joyce B, Peggy S, Diane V, Lori S, Judy R, Rick S, Barbara S, 
Jake W, Amara S, Lindsay B, Theresa T, Theresa L, Dale S, 
Sandy M, Brian N, Sally W, Alice W, Sarah R, and Ryan P.  
And for St. Joseph loved ones in the Military: Airman Riley 
M, Sergeant Ryan H, Sergeant Allyna S, PFC Dalton W, 
Sergeant Robin L, Staff Sergeant Weston H, Staff Sergeant 
Sean W, Tech Sergeant Michael S, Major Leah M, First 
Lieutenant Samuel M, Chaplain (Lieutenant Colonel) Lawrence B, 
Col. Mitch D, Lieutenant Commander Philip L, and SPC 
Justin S.  And for those in Law Enforcement: Logan H, 
Adam M, Alex W, Andy F, Dennis F, Fred R, Tyler S, Eric W, 
Adam H, and Cory W.  And for those Discerning a Religious 
Vocation: Seminarian: Mónico H  Deacon Candidates: Bruce R, 
Patrick K, Chris R, and Greg S  And for those in RCIA: 
Brayden L, Dean E, Taylor M, James D, Elliot S, Paul C, 
and Verne B 

LOOKING AHEAD 
MARCH 6-10 
Spring Break 
 

MARCH 17 
St. Joseph Festival 
 

MARCH 18-19 
Men’s Parish Retreat 
 

MARCH 19 
Breaking Bread: 
Faith & Fellowship 
 
 

MARCH 25-26 
Women’s Parish Retreat 
 

APRIL 2 
Palm Sunday 
 

APRIL 6 
Holy Thursday 
• Living Stations of the Cross 
at 1:30 pm 

• Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
at 7:00 pm 



Catholic Schools Week was 
from January 30-February 4, and it 
was a packed week of events for 
students, families, and parishioners 
to participate in celebrating our 
Catholic School. Two events, in 
particular, this year highlighted the 
student’s desire to worship our Lord 
and to spend time serving others. 

On Monday, January 30, at 8:15 
in the morning, our students 
started Catholic Schools week by 
praying the rosary before the 
Blessed Sacrament. Once the 
rosary, which was beautifully led by 
our third-grade students, was 
finished, Deacon Greg led the Rite 
of Benediction. In this rite, songs 
like Tantum Ergo are sung, the Divine 
Praises are prayed and then the people 
present are blessed. Deacon Greg spoke 
afterward to the students about the 
moment the Monstrance was lifted to 
bless all present. He was given a 
Humeral Veil to wear in which his 
hands were wrapped during the lifting 
of the monstrance. The significance of 
this is that it is not he who is dispensing 
the blessing at that moment, but Jesus 
Christ himself. He paused after 
explaining this significant moment, 
and the students were silent as they 
reverently left the church to head back 
to the school.  

On Wednesday, February 1, the 
Middle School Students were given an 
opportunity to serve others with 
Humanity Alliance. They packed 268 
servings of on-the-go, nutritious 
breakfasts. Thank you for serving our 
community with love and dignity! 

FEATURE 

KC Fish Frys are on all Fridays during 
Lent, serving from 4:00 - 7:30 pm  

(except Good Friday). 
 

Learn more online at stjosephwaconia.org/fish-fry. 

DAILY MASS 
Monday at 6:30 pm  

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday  
at 8:15 am  

(To view live-streamed Masses go to  
stjosephwaconia.org/watch-mass!) 

 
PALM SUNDAY | APRIL 2 

 

 
STATIONS of the CROSS 

Fridays during Lent at 7:00 pm 
Good Friday at 3:00 pm 

https://stjosephwaconia.org/fish-fry/
https://stjosephwaconia.org/watch-mass/


Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal supports an array of ministries that include
pro-life, seminarian support, Catholic education, services to those most in need,

and Synod evangelistic priorities in the building up of our local church.

MAIL YOUR GIFT: THE CATHOLIC 
SERVICES APPEAL FOUNDATION 

P.O. BOX 6488
SAINT PAUL, MN  55106

COLLECTION BASKET: PLACE YOUR 
GIFT IN THE WEEKLY
OFFERING BASKET

GIVE ONLINE: GIVECSAF.ORG

For the Love of
Christ Impels Us...

to Believe in the Power of Giving

CSAF WEBSITE
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